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ABSTRACT

Traditional medicine has been integrated into the national health system in many countries
such as Korea, China, Taiwan, etc, Korea and China are most representative among them, The
purpose of this study is to compare the policies on traditional medicine in Korea and China
focusing on where it came from and where it is headed. In this regard, the study suggested
the first analysis tool in the world for analyzing the policy of traditional medicine. The results
of the study are as follows: First of all, the development process of Korean Medicine (KM) and
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) shows the same pattern, that is, both are influenced by
its own national policies. Secondly, the difference between the two countries is due to the gap
in the development status or the different aspects in national heath system, TCM is more
vitalized in health system and has larger category, and stays ahead in globalization compared
to KM. TCM covers Chinese medicine, integrative medicine and ethno-medicine.

Korea emphasizes the role of KM in the declining birthrate and aging society, and promotes
the overseas patient invitation strategy. China, on the other hand, establishes the medical
system for emergency medical treatment and preventive treatment of major diseases and
promotes overseas expansion of TCM service, In addition, Korea stressed the safety and
distribution of herbal medicine, and China emphasizes production technologies. Korea has a
strong medical device industry along with the governments fostering policy; however, in
China, medical devices are in the R&D stage yet. Even though both countries promotes the
drug development from natural products, Korea focuses on developing herbal cosmetics in
application industry, but China shows weakness in policies on application industry, China
shores up the foundation for culture and theory of traditional medicine, while Korea doesn’t
have related policy, Korea places emphasis on promoting collaboration with international
organizations and medical volunteer programs, whereas China is more interested in mutual
cooperation and real trade with other countries,

Key Words : Korean Medicine (KM), Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), Traditional medicine,
Korean Medicine Policy, Traditional Chinese Medicine Policy
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