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The Contribution of Competence in Parenting:
Uncertainty related Children’s Diseases, and Nursing Educational Need
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Purpose: Competence in parenting helps the parent to recognize the ability to resolve problems arising to children,
allowing positive interactions with children through desirable child-rasing behavior and smooth communication with
children. This study aims to identify the contribution of uncertainty and educational needs to the competence in
parenting. Methods: Total 159 mothers responded a questionnaire developed to measure uncertainty, educational
needs, and competence in parenting. t-test, ANOVA, and stepwise multiple regression with the SPSS program were
used to analyze the data. Results: We found that uncertainty, nursing educational need, and mothers’ age had influ-
ence to the competence in parenting. Conclusion: Nursing interventions provided to the mothers of hospitalized chil-
dren for better parental competence need to include programs for alleviating uncertainty and satisfying the need for
nursing education.
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o= SHE 7397 5.7%HH(Table 1).

Table 1. General Characteristics of Subjects (N=159)
Variables Categories n (%)
Child age (year) 0~3 91 (57.2)

4~6 47 (29.6)
7~10 15(9.4)
>11 6(3.8)
Child gender Male 87 (54.7)
Female 72 (45.3)
First baby Yes 96 (60.4)
No 63 (39.6)
Past experience for Yes 22(13.8)
child hospitalization No 137 (86.2)
Duration of 1~3 61 (38.4)
hospitalization 4~6 84 (52.8)
(day) =7 14 (8.8)
Mother's age <29 20 (12.6)
30~39 117 (73.0)
=40 22(13.8)
Mother's education <High school 42 (26.4)
>College 117 (73.6)
Religion Had 66 (41.5)
Did not have 93 (58.5)
Job status Employed 63 (39.6)
Unemployed 96 (60.4)
Family type Extended 12(7.5)
Nuclear 141 (88.7)
Single parent 6(3.8)
Family's monthly <300 37(23.3)
income (10,000 won) =300 122 (76.7)
Spouse's help in Satisfactory 89 (56.0)
child-raising Moderate 61 (38.4)
Unsatisfactory 9(6.7)
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Table 2. Competence in Parenting, Uncertainty, and Educa-

tional Need of Subjects (N=159)
Variables Range of M=SD
score

Competence in parenting 1~5 3.614+0.50
Parent's perception ability 3.48+0.54
Confidence 397+0.54
Role performed 3.33£0.69

Uncertainty 1~4 2.03%£0.31
Ambiguity 1.89%0.45
Unpredictability of diseases 2.36+0.39
Trust on health professionals 2.76+0.40

Educational need 1~5 437+0.,51
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Table 3. Differences of Competence in Parenting according to General Characteristics of Subjects (N=159)
Competence in parentin,
Variables Categories P P 8
M=SD tor F (p)
Child's age (year) 0~3 3.5610.50 1.530
4~6 3.68+0.48 (.209)
7~10 3.59+0.43
=11 3.94+0.61
Child's gender Male 3.62%0.49 0.243
Female 3.60%0.51 (.808)
First baby Yes 3.57+0.49 -1.144
No 3.6710.51 (.255)
Past experience for Yes 3.44%0.46 1.729
child hospitalization No 3.64£0.51 (.086)
Duration of hospitalization 1~3 3.60=0.44 0.027
4~6 3.62+0.54 (.973)
=7 3.61+£0.49
Mother's age <29 3.3610.56 3.945
30~39 3.62+0.47 (.021)
=40 3.78+0.54 a<c
Mother's education level <High school 3.55%0.05 -0.8601
>College 3.6310.43 (.390)
Religion Had 3.70£0.49 -1.836
Did not have 3.55£0.50 (.068)
Job status Employed 3.70+0.47 -1.762
Unemployed 3.5510.51 (.080)
Family type Extended 3.50%0.60 1.885
Nuclear 3.60£0.49 (.155)
Single parent 3.98+0.21
Family's monthly income <300 3.44%0.55 -2.397
(10,000 won) =300 3.66+0.47 (.018)
Spouse's help in child-raising Satisfactory 3.67£0.47 2,734
Moderate 3.57+0.49 (.068)
Unsatisfactory 3.20%0.71
Table 4. Affecting Factors on Competence in Parenting (N=159)
Variables § t P R’
Uncertainty -.310 -4.163 <.001 149
Educational need 212 2.855 .005 186
Mother's age 201 2.835 .005 226

Constant=3.327, F=15.087, p<.001
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