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ABSTRACT

The study examined the influences of age, empathy and perspective taking ability on altruistic lying
in 5 and 6 year old children. Eighty three children answered a question as to whether a protagonist
would lie after listening to three vignettes involving altruistic lies. Korean versions of the Affective
Situation Test(AST) and cognitive perspective taking task were used to measure children’s empathy
and perspective taking respectively. The results of the study showed that there were significant
differences in altruistic lying by age. Altruistic lie by children was positively related with their age,
empathy and perspective taking ability. In particular, age and perspective taking ability are important
factors influencing children’s altruistic lie in young children in Korea.
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(Table 1) Scoring criteria of perspective taking of others’ intention

S Table 13} 2t}

Scoring Scoring criteria
5 When describes all the situations and explains about the intention obviously
4 When describes the situation but misses some situation and intention
3 When describes the situation partially but the intentional situation and the incident not in sequence
2 When describes the situation irrationally and does not include the intention
1 When understands the situation but gives wrong description
0 When doesn’t understand the situation and describes completely different with the situation or cannot

answer at all
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(Table 2) Scoring criteria of perspective taking of others thought

Scoring Scoring criteria
4 When describes all the situation in the third person-perspective
3 When the third person cannot understand obviously but indicates its atmosphere or possibilities
2 When describes the situation in an egocentric way but appears to understand the situation
1 When describes the situation in egocentric and ambiguous way and appears not to understand the situation

answer at all

When doesn’t understand the situation and describes completely different with the situation or cannot
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(Table 3) Means and standard deviations of variables

5 years (n = 50) 6 years (n = 33) Total (n = 83)

Variables t p
M SD M SD M SD
Empathy 15.62 327 16.27 2.95 15.88 3.14 -93 36
Perspective taking ability  10.84 3.70 12.06 2.30 11.33 3.26 -1.69 .10
Altruistic lie 2.38 2.00 352 2.17 2.83 2.13 -2.45* .02

*p < .05

(Table 4) The correlations among age, empathy, perspective taking ability and altruistic lie

(N = 83)
1 2 3
1. Age -
2. Empathy .10 -
3. Perspective taking ability 18 31 -
4. Altruistic lie 26* 27 32
*

p < .05. **p < 01
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(Table 5) Multiple regression analysis: Age, empathy, and perspective-taking as predictors of

altruistic lie (N = 83)
L t F P
Age 21 2.00*
Empathy 1.75 1.69 6.83 .002.
Perspective taking ability 28 2.68"*
*p < .05 *p < 0L
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