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A Study on the Variables Affecting Parenting Efficacy of North Korean Refugee Mothers :
With a Focus on Marital Satisfaction, Social Support, and Acculturation®
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify the variables affecting parenting efficacy of North Korean
refugee mothers. The selected variables were marital satisfaction, social support, and acculturation. The
participants consisted of 105 mothers who had defected from North Korea with preschool children
living in Seoul, Gwangmyeong-si, and Gyeongsangnam-do provinces. The data thus collected were
analyzed by descriptive statistics, t-tests, correlation, and multiple regression analysis. The results
indicated that the marital satisfaction and social support had meaningfully positive effects on the
parenting efficacy of North Korean refugee mothers. However, marginalization was found to be a
predictor of competence-anxiety in parenting. The selected variables derived from the environmental
systems in maternal parenting were significant factors in the parenting efficacy of North Korean
refugee mothers and furthermore, their sociocultural environments were also important in parenting.
These findings clearly showed that marital satisfaction and social support were the most significant

variables of parenting efficacy of North Korean refugee mothers. The results of this study appear to
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have a great deal of utility as preliminary data to improve the parenting efficacy of North Korean

refugee mothers.
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(Table 1) Descriptive statistics and socio-demographic characteristics of subjects (N = 105)
Variables Categories Frequency(N) Percentage( %)
In 30s 5 4.7
Below 30s 56 533
Age
In 40s 41 39.0
Over 50s 3 2.7
Below a middle school 16 15.2
Education A high school 67 63.8
Over junior college 17 16.2
Temporary employment 53 50.4
Service job 16 15.2
Job status of husband
Office job 18 17.1
Etc. 3 29
North Korea 55 52.0
A native place of husband China 35 33.0
South Korea 16 15.0
First marriage 45 43.0
Marital status
Second marriage 55 52.0
) Housewife 69 65.7
Occupation
Occupied 33 314
One 44 41.9
Numbers of children
Over one 60 57.1
Below 1 million won 15 14.3
Monthly income of a household In the 1 - 2 million won 43 41.0
Over 2 million won 37 352
Below 1 - 3 years 34 324
Duration of settlement Below 3 - 6 years 45 429
Over 6 years 24 229
Using 84 80.0
Children education institute
Unusing 2 2.0

Note. Case numbers of each item are different by the nonresponse.
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(Table 2) Descriptive statistics of variables (N = 105)
Variables M SD Range
Intergration 3.24 .61
Aceulturation Assimilation 2.78 .56 -5
Seperation 2.84 .66
Marginalization 2.50 .55
Family 3.62 1.16
A North Korean friend 3.40 .87
Social support A South Korean friend 2.63 .89 1~5
A social organization 2.83 .94
Total 3.12 .59
Marital satisfaction 3.27 53 1~5
PSCE" 3.20 42
Parenting efficacy PSCA? 2.87 .70 3
Total 3.18

1) PSCE: Parenting Sense of Competence-Efficacy area
2) PSCA: Parenting Sense of Competence-Anxiety area
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(Table 3) Differences in parenting efficacy by socio-demographic variables of North Korean

refugee mothers

PSCE PSCA Total
Variables Scheffe
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
A Below 30s(n = 61) 37.96( .69) 12.02(.37) 49.95(.74)
(V]
§ Over 40s(n =44) 39.30( .78) 10.68(.42) 52.61(.84)
t 1.62 5.66* 5.69*
Below a middle school(n = 16)  37.69(1.28) 12.81(.70) 48.88(1.38)
Education
Over a high school(n = 84) 38.83( .56) 11.19(.30) 51.64(.60)
t 81 2.13* 1.83
) Housewife(n = 69) 39.10( .62)  11.64( 34)  51.46( .68)
Occupation
Occupied(n = 33) 3727( .89)  11.09( .50)  50.18( .98)
t -1.68 -90 -1.07
Numbers of One(n = 44) 37.86( .77)  11.84( .11)  50.02( .84)
children Over two(n =60) 38.88( .66) 11.20( .09)  51.68( .72)
t 1.00 -1.13 1.49
Monthly Below 1 million won(n = 15)°  37.80( .80)  13.47( .68)  48.33(1.45) o
income of Below 2 million won(n = 43)b 38.65( .65) 11.63( .40) 51.02( .85) c>a
a household  yer 2 million won(n = 37)°  38.77( .87)  10.06( .43)  52.59( .92)
F 18 8.78*** 3.12*
. Below 1~3 years(n = 34)° 3824( .87)  12.53( 45)  49.71( .97)
Duration of | & 36 yearsn = 45°  5169( 76)  1178( 39)  51L69(128) 0
settlement c>a
Over 6 years(n = 24)° 51.46(1.04) 9.33( .53) 51.46(1.50)
F 2.19 11.15%** 1.31

*p < .05. ***p < .001.
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(Table 4) Correlations among variables (N = 10b)

a b c d e f g h i j k 1 m n

a - 37 .08 01 .05 24% 27 .00 21% -23*% 08 A45%* .00 A40**
b - -12 37 36" 73 23 .02 01 -22% 15 37 -01 35%F
c - -06  -.04 26 16 -15 36" -06  -12 23% .06 17

d - 37FF 0 68F*F  37FF 35%*F _49%F _36** 55%F 17 -15 24%
e - J0%% 15 -11  -08  -15 .09 22% .03 21%
f - 38%* 04 -07  -33%F 27FF 42" 05 41%F
g - 53%F_28%F _44%F 72** 17 -27F*F 30%F
h - S4TFF 11 1% 203 -.06 .00

i - A2%F 7715 26%* .00

j - S70%F -22%  A1FF -41%F
k - 06 -35%" 23*
1 - .09 .86™*
m - -41%F
n B

*p < .05. **p < .01. Case numbers of each item are different by the nonresponse.

(a = Marital satisfaction, b = Family, ¢ = A North Korean friend, d = A South Korean friend, e = A social organization,
f = Social support, g = Intergration, h = Assimilation, I = Separation, j = Marginalization, k = Acculturation,
1 = PSCE, m = PSCA, n = Parenting efficacy)

(Table b) The effects of marital satisfaction, social support, acculturation of North Korean

refugee mothers on parenting efficacy (N = 86)
Model 1 Model 2
B B B B
Age 1.85 .16 .55 .04
Control Education 1.52 .09 .16 .01
variables Monthly income 1.76 21 48 05
Duration of settlement -.61 -.08 -12 -01
Marital satisfaction 27 26%
Social support 18 25%
Independent Intergration 14 07
variables Assilmilation .01 .01
Accultration
Separation 17 .14
Marginalization =27 -23
R 08 38
AR? 30
F 1.89 5.95%**

*p < .05 ***p < 001
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(Table 6) The effects of marital satisfaction, social support, acculturation of North Korean

refugee mothers on PSCA (N = 86)
Model 1 Model 2
B B B B
Age -71 -12 -73 -13
Control Education -36 -.04 -22 -.02
variables Monthly income -92 -22% -62 -15
Duration of settlement -1.14 -30** -1.02 -26*
Marital satisfaction .07 15
Social support .03 .10
Independent Intergration -16 -18
variables Assilmilation 04 .08
Accultration
Separation -.06 -11
Marginalization 18 30*
R 25 35
AR? .10
F 6.97"** 1.95°

p < .10. *p < 05. **p < 01. ***p < .001.
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14 Korean J. of Child Studies Vol. 35, No. 4, 2014

(Table 7) The effects of marital satisfaction, social support, acculturation of North Korean

refugee mothers on PSCE (N = 86)
Model 1 Model 2
B Jéj B B
Age 1.14 .10 -17 -.01
Control Education 1.16 .07 -.06 -.00
variables Monthly income 83 .10 -14 -01
Duration of settlement -1.75 -24 -1.14 -.16
Marital satisfaction 34 36"
Social support 22 33%*
Independent Intergration -.02 -01
variables Assilmilation .05 .04
Accultration
Separation .10 .09
Marginalization -.09 -.08
R 05 37
AR? 32
F 1.13 6.33***
**p < 01 ***p < 001
shAgo] st WAL= 30, p < 050l & ARBH AA 2P|l 3 Go] FHETH
gtolg olmue] RREQMt g mAe  ok9 gl -‘?‘EE%ZJOH s dEe A
HRIER I 2oy ZEErst A HEJITHTable 7 %), #4423, & 3HARE
34 AA a2gn FHIE A3 31459 <] Durbin-Watson 74] £ 19022 2QIE9le
eSS FAHCE fFostA] 2 Ao H, FAAFS VIF AFE 19 7k Aom
2 UEhg 3 Bag S0l BEEE, ¢ U 0E3A4 BAE gt Aoz Bd
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Pol HLFE FREALE B AS T AAH FARNS AAF A, AN
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o PXe e A EH, FHSKE = 30, ye REESS 37% A¥she Ao 2 v
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