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The Society Page of Newspaper of the
colonized Korea, its politics of sentiment
and modulation of social facts

Sun Young YOO
HK Professor, Sunkonghoe University

This study inquires how human interest news on society section of newspapers had been
modulated as multi-layered political narratives that would consistently have Koreans
consider, realize and question on colonial situation as well as ethnic identity. Under
totalitarian censorship of the colonial government, newspapers could not publish
reports on political issues and current affairs, so society page of human interest such as
crime, accident, conflict, disaster, and many kinds of sufferings of peoples to death
would take great public attention and consequently be considered as a substitute of
political section. Society page had enjoyed its influence on formation of public opinion
of the colonized ethnic society and had maintained cultural-nationalist position ever
since the founding of newspaper in mother-tongue in 1920. In colonial context, there
is nothing non-political to the lives of the colonized, social facts would be necessary and
happen to be modulated into a narrative that could trigger nationalist sentiment. For
this end, news reporting of society section usually concentrated on aspects of 'Les
Misérgbles', dramatic quality, and psychological factors in detail. Narrative style of news
reporting got used to modulate factual informations with a proper taste of
exaggeration, emotional expression, and commercial touch of exciting words.

Even in a case of death by drug abuse, news was written to indicate what made him/her
drive to miserable death on street, that is, what is de facto reason of all of social problems
like as migration, hunger, leaving home, crime, suicide, violence, gambling, love affairs
to death, adultery, and even opium habit. Those social problems and personal sufferings
appeared up on newspaper 3rd page at daily base. Readers could acknowledge and
identify what the real matter that should be resolved and then blame colonialism,
capitalism, and militarism for those social problems. Journalists put values on inciting the
colonized to realize the national and ethnic situation and feel sympathy for their people
tied up by a common destiny. In this terms, news on society section of newspaper under
Colonial Occupation were encoded as narratives of politically layered text and then
decoded as intriguing sentiments against colonial dominance. | argue that society page
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of newspaper of colonial period engaged in a sort of cultural politics of sentiment and
emotion which is a private area outside of imperial sight.

KEYW O RD S society section, news reporting, narrative, politics, sentiment, miserables,

nationalism, colonial occupation, newspaper



