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Exploring the Characteristics of Environmental Catalysts
of the Disadvantaged Gifted in Music

Sunghye Kim, Kyungjin Lee
Korean National Research Institute for the Gifted in Arts

This study aims to explore the characteristics of environmental catalysts which have
affected the development of music giftedness of the disadvantaged students. For this
purpose, this study deals with nineteen disadvantaged gifted in music and examines their
self-evaluation test, personal statement, and interview. Based on Gagné's environmental
catalysts of differentiated model of giftedness and talent(DMGT), the analysis of the
interviews conveys the milieu of the disadvantaged gifted hardly exerts positive influences
on their musical activities and studies. While concerning music and supporting their
children financially and emotionally, parents unintentionally tend to exert negative
influences on their children for their misapprehension of giftedness and incompetent
advice. On the whole, the disadvantaged gifted hardly admit their teachers as experts in
music. In relation to provisions, most students participate in extra school and local
program and none of them participates in music gifted program. They are not satisfied
with the quality in education. Despite the importance of the events such as crystallizing
experience, award-winning, and performance, most students don't have enough events for
inspiring their giftedness. As a conclusion, this study gives a proposition for a strategy to
improve the environmental catalysts for the disadvantaged gifted in many different ways:
the improvement of social recognition, the enhancement of parent consulting and
teachers training programs, and the development and diffusions of more qualified gifted

programs and so on.

Key Words: Disadvantaged gifted in music, Qualitative research, Differentiated model of

giftedness and talent(DMGT), Environmental catalysts
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