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ABSTRACT

Sajikdan(a sort of national shrine in Korea) built at the time of foundation of Joseon was entrenched into Sajik Park going
through Japanese colonial era and recently the efforts to restore it is in progress. The details of change in Sajikdan in terms
of diachronic analysis are as follows:

Firstly, the first period refers to one prior to Japanese colonial era from the first king (also named as “Taejo” in Korean)
of the Joseon Dynasty, during which it secured and strengthened the presence as a place for performing important national
rites in a nation. It was built on the foot of Inwangsan Mt. at the time of the first king in Joseon Dynasty at first, was destroyed
fully by fire during a Japanese Invasion period to Korea(1592-98) and afterward its ancestral ritual facilities were completed
under the regime of Youngjo. However, as Japanese intervention coming to the fore, its place was destroyed and then ancestral
rites were also abolished in 1908.

Secondly, next period falls on 1910 to 1944 when it was transformed and entrenched into a park by the Japanese Empire.
While facilities related to a park and an heterogeneous building around the part of boundary were set up, the area of altar,
a ritual house and d door of Sajikdan were also designated as historical remains and treasures.

Thirdly, this period refers to one from Korea’s liberation year from Japanese colony(1945) to the year of 1984 when it
had a mixed placeness with the statues, monuments and buildings with heterogeneous nature built. Furthermore, a door of
Sajikdan was removed and reconstructed over twice due to opening of Sajik Tunnel.

Fourthly, a final period falls on 1985 to the present when efforts are in progress to restore the historicity and symbolism
of Sajikdan. A plan for restoration is promoted but now is a difficult time suffering from troubles caused by residents’ resistance.

Scrutinized historical researches through excavation investigation and residents’ understanding are required altogether for
restoration of Sajikdan.
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Figure 6. Transformation and heterogeneous elements of Sajik Park
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