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Objectives of this study are to investigate transition history of pharmacist license examination in Korea and to compare
three suggestions for new examination system proposed by National Health Personnel Licensing Examination Board,
Korean Association of Pharmacy Education, and Korean Pharmaceutical Association. Future task to help the examina-
tion system meet global standard is also discussed. Regulations on the examination system were retrieved from the
sources posted in Ministry of Government Legislation homepage. Efforts devoted by the three organizations to make
amendment on the regulations were collected from reports, official documents, minutes, and handout materials issued by
the organizations. Ministry of Health and Welfare made amendment on the examination system in 2013 by rearranging
the existing natural science-based eleven subjects to two subjects along with addition of a new subject named clinical-
practical pharmacy. Unfortunately, however, the amendment stipulates that the new subject should include manufactur-
ing and quality control of pharmaceuticals as part of contents in the examination. It is strongly urged that the contents
of the examination should focus on professional competency as pharmacist in clinical situation. Future task to make
revision on this issue is warranted to help new pharmacist enable to provide pharmaceutical care service to patients.
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Table 1. Regulations of pharmacist license examination stipulated by the Pharmaceutical Affairs Act in 1954.
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Table 2. Regulations of pharmacist license examination stipulated by Pharmacist License National Examination Enforcement

Ordinance in 1954.
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Fig. 1. Historical transition of pharmacist license examination subjects.
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Table 4. Subjects and detailed contents of the new
pharmacist license examination promulgated by Ministry of
Health and Welfare in October 2013.
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Table 3. Comparison of the new pharmacist license examination systems proposed by three major organizations.
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pharmacist license examination systems proposed by three
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