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<Abstract>

This study attempted to explore parentsperceptions on character and character education for their children using a focus

group interview method. According to previous research, the concept of character consists of wholeness of three components:

relationship, individuality, and morality. This study investigated how parents’ perception differ from the widely agreed

concept of character. Forty-four mothers and ten fathers participated in eleven focus group interviews. The results showed

that parents recognized social relationship and self realization as two most important components of character education of

children. However, the parents paid less attention on morality and wholeness. The parents conceptualized character as an

alternative to academic achievement. For example, they considered self realization as an alternative to academic achievement.

These tendencies could be a barrier in character education in family. Based on these findings, this study recommends that

parent education should take more attention on character education in family and help parents develop a balanced

understanding on the concept of character.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Interviewees

Period Name Age Address Age of Children
Al 42 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Male(16), Male(13)
A2 41 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Female(15), Male(7)

1 A-3 42 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Male(16), Female(13)
2012-01-20
(Females) A4 43 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Female(14), Male(11)

A5 42 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Male(14), Male(8)
A-6 38 GwanAk-gu, Seoul Male(13), Female(7)
B-1 48 Yunsu-gu, Incheon Female(15,13)

2 B-2 42 Namdong-gu, Incheon Female(14,10)
2012-01-31
(Females) B-3 42 Yunsu-gu, Incheon Female(15,13), Male(11)

B4 49 Yunsu-gu, Incheon Female(17), Male (15)
C1 38 Yongin-si, Kyungi-do Female(13, 10, 8),Male(2)
C2 41 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(14), Female(12)
rd
2012?iO4-O3 c3 45 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Male(15), Male(11)
(Females) C4 39 Yungtong-gu, Suwon Male(9)
C5 48 Yongin-si, Kyunggi-do Female(17), Female(14)
C-6 41 Yongin-si, Kyunggi-do Female(14,12,11)
D-1 -+ Dobong-gu, Seoul Female(18), Male(15)
D-2 45 Dobong-gu, Seoul Female(20), Female(17)
g D-3 41 Dongducheon, Kyunggi Female(19), Male(10)
2012-04-20 D4 49 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(20, 17)
(Females) D5 48 Dobong-gu, Seoul Female(19), Male(17)
D-6 49 Nowon-gu, Seoul Female(17), Male(15)
D-7 43 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(19), Female(17)
E1 49 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(21,17)
E2 42 Sungnam, Kyunggi-do Female(18, 17)
th L .

20125_04_23 E-3 45 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Male(18), Female(17)

(Females) E4 47 Nowon-gu, Seoul Male(18), Female(14)
E-5 46 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Male(14), Female(13)
E6 45 Songpa-gu, Seoul Male(20), Female(17)
F-1 33 Gangnam-gu, Seoul Male(4, 2)

G F-2 35 Gangnam-gu, Seoul Female(5), Male(3)
2012-05-01 E-3 43 Gangnam-gu, Seoul Male(4)
(Females) F4 37 Gangnam-gu, Seoul Female(4)

F-5 36 Seocho-gu, Seoul Male(5, 2)

7 G-1 33 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(7, 1)

2012-05-12 G-2 35 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(3)
(Males) G3 e Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(10), Male(7)
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Period Name Age Address Age of Children
H-1 46 Sungnam-si, Kyunggi-do Male(17), Male(14)
gh H-2 45 Sungnam-si, Kyunggi-do Male(18), Female(10)
2012-05-27 H-3 46 Sungnam-si, Kyunggi-do Female(19), Male(15)
(Males) H4 16 Songpa-gu, Seoul Female(23,13), Male(20)
H-5 46 Sungnam-si, Kyunggi-do Male(14), Male(13)
I-1 46 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(24, 22, 14)
I-2 43 Dobong-gu, Seoul Female(18, 16), Male(14)
9" I-3 39 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(18), Female(13)
2012-06-12
(Females) 4 48 Dobong-gu, Seoul Female(24,17), Male(12)
15 4 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(15,13)
I-6 42 Dobong-gu, Seoul Male(15, 13)
J1 38 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(15,10)
10" J2 u“ Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(20, 16), Male(10)
2012-06-13
(Females) J-3 4 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Male(16,13)
J-4 4 Yongin-si Kyungi-do Female(20, 15), Male(10)
11" K1 49 Goyang-si, Kyunggi-do Male(21), Female(18)
2012-07-17
(Males) K-2 45 Mapo-gu, Seoul Female(18)

Table 2. Question Categories and example for Interview

Categories Example Questions

Goal of character education

® What aims does your family have for your child character education?

® What is the most important topics to your child character education in your family?

Efforts for ® How does your family do character education for your children?
character education ® What do you try to educate your child character in your family?
Relationship . ® What do you think about the relationship of your child’s character and academic
between character and academic

. achievement?
achievement
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