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A Study on the Phenomenological Elements Appearing in Small-Scale Art Museums
- From the Viewpoint of Phenomenology of Perception of M. Merleau-Ponty -
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Abstract This study aims to analyze and explore phenomenological elements that appear in small-scall art museums with
spatial concepts, such as top and bottom, depth, movement, and experienced space on the basis of
Merleau-Ponty ‘Phénoménologie de la perception.” Therefore, small-scale art museums may be regarded as an
ideal space that can be analyzed with Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenological theory since they should provide
viewers with various spatial experiences in a limited space, breaking away from spatial limitations beyond
appreciation of artworks. As research subjects, the range of art museums was limited to ones whose designs
architectures or interior designers participated in out of all the small-scale art museums constructed after the
1990s, when the concepts and directing methods of spatial experience elements started being applied to art
museums. Small-scale art museums chosen as cases were analyzed with Merleau-Ponty’s spatial concepts
explained earlier, and this study drew conclusions for each one. The significance of this study is that the results
of this study can be used as efficient materials to reflect phenomenological elements on planning future
small-scale art museums through further studies on various small-scale art museums.
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