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A Study on the Characteristic of Furniture Design of John Pawson
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Abstract Furniture has been developed in pursuit of human convenience and comfort, but nowadays it does not consider
human users and gradually loses the essence of furniture. Especially furniture design that disregards the relation
with space loses both the meaning and purpose of fumiture. In this regards, it is necessary to understand the
essence of fumiture design and establish a design direction for future progress.

Based on the relation between fumniture and space, this paper intended to study on John Pawson's works that
pursued the essence of design focusing on users, and propose a direction in a sense of real meaning for modem
furniture design after exploring the characteristic of the furniture design of John Pawson.

The study method of this paper was to investigate the design language of John Pawson and analyze his fumniture in
the morphological-structural, functional, and material aspects. Based on such analysis, this study investigated the
characteristics of the fumniture design and found out what the core of the design that he pursued was.

The scope of the study included the Independent Furniture that was restricted furniture collections of Driade and
Spatial Furniture designed and installed at the stage of space construction.

The study result showed that the design of John Pawson considered 'the suitability to a specific place’ as important
factor and furniture was planned at the stage of planning space. Each independent furniture defines all spaces in
the morphological, lay-out and functional aspects of furniture and emphasizes their own property. As Spatial
Furniture shares the function of spatial composition element, Pawson’s furniture can be all called Spatial Fumniture.
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