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ABSTRACT

A Study on Persona of Double-sided Characters Shown in
Satoshi Kon's Works

Choo, Hye-Jin

Kon Satoshi is a representative animation film director who
explores human's intrinsic self-identity based on ambivalence and
delivers a message for self-reflection of entity. The aim of this
study is to analyze the persona of character according to the way
how a self incorporates with another self in his film; that is to
say, how a mask of the personality expresses and realizes itself
from the perspectives of the Jung's analytical psychology.

The persona, defined as the upmost external personality, involves
social behavior playing a specific role to establish constant
relationship with others in a society. With increasing demand in a
society, individuals get to adapt to outer environment by playing
his/her given role in various masks of personality. In this way,
although persona acts as a major function in relationship with outer
world, it would exert a negative influence on formation of
self-identity because of the inconsistency between consciousness
and unconsciousness when immersed only in mask of personality,
complying excessively with the demand of group. However, persona
does not always have a negative effect on relationships. Developed
adequately to fulfill its social function, persona is helpful to
establish a healthy self-identity with balanced control between
inner world of unconsciousness and outer world of consciousness.
From these perspectives, this study can identify how the desire of
mask hidden inside of each character expresses to function in a
positive or negative way by analyzing characters in the film
according to integrated pattern and correlation between
consciousness and unconsciousness. Additionally, I hope that the
psychological research methods in this study will be full of help
for interpreting on a character analysis as a theoretical approach.

Key Word : Persona, Mask, Double-sided character, Identity,
Self-Realization, Analytic Psychology
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