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Reasons for Seniors’ Aging in Place within Their Community
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Abstract

This study was conducted to analyze the reasons for aging in place through an in-depth interview, which is a
qualitative research method. The subjects of the study were 17 adults over the age of 60 years who preferred
aging in place. Interviewees were asked questions about their experiences of past living, present living, and the
future place where they want to live in and the reasons for their choice. In the in-depth interviews conducted
from September 2012 to May 2013 for data collection the research participants were asked open-ended
questions about their past living experiences and future living plan and were given the freedom to answer the
questions in their own words. The results of the in-depth interviews revealed the following reasons for aging
in place: 1) familiarity due to long-term residence, 2) strong attachment to the place and the neighbors, 3)
satisfaction of present house, 4) personal stories associated with present house, 5) feeling of living in their own
home, 6) convenience of the neighborhood for living, 7) caring relationship with the neighbors, 8) fear of a
change of environment, and 9) resignation to the rest of their life. The findings indicated that residential types in
old age need to be taken into account for both aging in place which referring to choosing to live where one has
lived for years and referring to involuntarily staying where one has lived for years.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Participants

Years of living

Y;?rl;:f Gender Current residence Type of house Ownership Housemate in current
housing

1 1947 Male Changnyeong-gun, Gyeongnam Single-detached house Own Spouse 36

2 1944 Female  Mapo-gu, Seoul Single-detached house Own Son 40

3 1939  Female Gangnam-gu, Seoul Residential-commercial building Own Spouse 10

4 1940  Female  Wonju-si, Gangwon-do Single-detached house Own Spouse 14

5 1939  Female Yongin-si, Gyeonggi-do Nursing home Rent - 1

6 1947  Female  Gongju-si, Chungnam Single-detached house Own - 15

7 1951  Female  Yongsan-gu, Seoul Residential-commercial building Own Spouse, son

8 1927  Male Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do Apartment Rent Daughter, grandson 3

9 1938 Female  Wonju-si, Gangwon-do Single-detached house Own Spouse 10

10 1934 Female Mapo-qu, Seoul Multiplex housing Own - 13

i 1948 Male Seongbuk-gu, Seoul Single-detached house Own Spouse

12 1941 Female  Nowon-gu, Seoul Permanent rental apartment Permanent rent - 3

13 1944 Female Mapo-gu, Seoul Multi-family housing Own - 10
14 1949 Female Seodaemun-gu, Seoul Multi-family housing Own Spouse 1

15 1935 Female Mapo-qu, Seoul Apartment Own Spouse 5

16 1948 Female Gwangjin-gu, Seoul Elderly welfare housing Rent Spouse 4

17 1946 Female Gangdong-gu, Seoul Nursing home Free - 2
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