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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the difference in the self-construal and the reason for prosocial behavior
by cultural disposition. Further, this paper also aims to analyze the relationships among adolescents' cultural
disposition, self-construal, and prosocial behavior and to analyze the path to moral reasoning. Data were
collected from self-report questionnaires filled out by 385 adolescents in Cheongju. These data were analyzed by
factor analysis, Cronbach's o, Pearson's correlation, simple regression analysis, and multiple regression analysis
using SPSS ver. 12.0. The major results of the study were as follows: first, adolescents who perceived higher
individualism showed a higher independent self-construal, and adolescents who perceived higher collectivism
showed a higher interdependent self-construal. Second, adolescents who perceived higher collectivism
attributed prosocial behavior to internal reasons and adolescents who perceived both higher individualism and
collectivism attributed prosocial behavior to self-focused reasons as compared to the adolescents who perceived
them to be lower. Third, as a result of the mediator analysis, the cultural disposition of adolescents including
individualism and collectivism influenced the internal reasons for prosocial behavior through independent self-
construal. Further, the cultural disposition of adolescents influenced internal reasons, self-focused reasons, and
other focused reasons for prosocial behavior through interdependent self-construal. Based on these results, the
implication was discussed and a follow-up study was suggested.
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Table 1. General Characteristics

Variable Frequency (%)
Gender Male 191 (49.1)
Female 198 (50.9)
Grade 6th 117 (30.1)
8th 141 (36.2)
11th 131(33.7)
Father's age -40 49 (13.0)
41-45 151 (40.1)
46-50 141 (37.4)
51- 36 (9.5)
Mother's age -40 138 (33.5)
41-45 163 (43.4)
46-50 73 (19.4)
51- 14 (3.7)
Father's education level High school 124 (32.5)
College 14 (3.6)
University 195 (51.1)
Graduate school 46 (12.0)
Mother's education level High school 185 (48.3)
College 11(2.8)
University 159 (40.9)
Graduate school 23 (6.0)
Father's occupation Public official 56 (14.4)
Company employee 158 (40.6)
Professional 36 (9.3)
Self-employed 74 (19.0)
Sales &t service 27 (6.9)
Manufacturing 10 (2.6)
Other 22 (5.7)
Mother's occupation Public official 33 (8.5)
Company employee 55(14.1)
Professional 27 (6.9)
Self-employed 37 (9.5)
Sales &t service 37 (9.5)
Manufacturing 1 (2.8)
Other 176 (45.2)
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Table 2. Distribution of Cultural Disposition Groups

. Individualism
Collectivism -
High Low

High Group 3 123 (31.6%)  Group2 74 (19%)

Low Group 1 85(21.9%)  Group4 103 (26.5%)
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Table 3. Differences in Self-Construal among Four Cultural Disposition Groups

Variable Cultural disposition group (Scheffe) n M SD F

Independent self-construal Group 1 (a) 85 2.85 32 3481
Group 2 (b) 73 2.64 32
Group 3 (a) 120 295 34
Group 4 (c) 102 2.50 38

Interdependent self-construal Group 1 (a) 85 2.70 29 3559
Group 2 (b) 73 295 27
Group 3 (b) 120 3.00 31
Group 4 (a) 102 2.64 31

“p<.001.

Table 4. Differences in Reasons for Prosocial Behavior among Four Cultural Disposition Groups

Variable Cultural disposition group (Scheffe) n M SD F
Internal reasons Group 1 (a) 85 277 43 2298
Group 2 (b) 74 3.01 48
Group 3 (b) 123 3.06 46
Group 4 (a) 103 2.60 42
Self-focused reasons Group 1 (ab) 85 270 47 495"
Group 2 (ab) 74 2.81 51
Group 3 (a) 123 2.89 .54
Group 4 (b) 103 2.65 46
Other-focused reasons Group 1 85 2.45 53 1.48
Group 2 74 2.31 .70
Group 3 123 249 .67
Group 4 103 237 .55
External reasons Group 1 85 2.31 .57 334
Group 2 74 2.08 65
Group 3 123 2.1 .66
Group 4 103 2.26 44
“p<.01, "p<.001.
www.fer.or.kr Vol.52, No.3, June 2014: 255-266 | 259



HAIS] - SIS

fer Family and Environment Research

OH(F=35.59, p<.001), o]& FAA o7 A RH FTk
e 2UTHM=2.95), BUTHM=3002 ATF7} e 17
(1=2.70), 43IRHM=2, 6410} fo] %7 ekt ol -
T ojEAAEe: el %ﬁvgﬁg 17 A2kH=A] oh]
W WA K| Zpskxe] Apoloh W

R e R (RISt

3k A1l A
e BB 47| 2A0) 94 A7|ehe WAsh, eRelolit
ko] g0l 4] 2] ©10h2 B ARkols AolEdo]
o] PAFAA S AA |2 PASHE A Mol gl
SEPSIEELEL ST RALE 6354 ol%2] o]
el AT G A P8 o owm

= Tuble 49} 1), A1 H50] o1 2 591 o199} 4
715 Mol ol SfalA HAR] AL SHe Aelehs gl

01
A B T 7E foluI3 Kol vk Ueketn, efelzAlol gt

Yo ot £
HOIE}, ER 7] REEES S A2 B
Bt 143k AIES ek 7T QlelA] ATFHA O S8
S Al0R Hojalr,

r

i)
rXL
N
10
ox
otk
N
B
N
)
=
iy
<l
:ﬁo
iy
H
)
A

Ir
>,\l
lo

W o] 0] ARIAIE Table 501 AJA5F
Sick, WQl 7k kS Ak R Af91olis Eel A 2| ks o
2 =

=2 e BYoH (=59, p<.001) 24 A7|e=31,

o]Aol ol ofulat Zfol7k LA ikt p<.00L)2} thAel3 (=25, p<.00)ek= §2 ATHe Mo

ol TAHoR Ay Hido] WA WS 5 v, Holfels Aol Uk et HEFo o 4
L ol92 Ukol g QAsHe AR Arkrolrl o 2w 7|THr=66, p< 00T WOl §(=48, p< 001} thi e
(M=3.01), 3{TM=3.06)°] IeFoJ7F e 11eM=2.77), A& HAoH, &H0f=—.10, p<.05)%h= FAgThe K
4R (M=2.60) B0t o] o A 7k AfolB Uehnt  9la, erelEAol ek fojulsh 4ol LPEMX] ook} 53
(F=22.98, p<.001). ol&|gt Ail= Hado] ZALS A de-S 2 27|13 Y& o]8-(=.33, p<.001)2} X]—7 Mol (=17, p
SHz olf2 tHolfa 19l sh Aml UG ARES B <.00D), ERIFHOIR(=17, p<.00)eh HATS BYO
A A2tok ek s A A 9] Aolel® o 9l SIolReke Solulet Aol el 9ick alf—x A7
o, E3 Hado] A7IFAA olfR WA WES BTk & WHOR=50, p< 009 Tk O AR Hlow), 4
Azl Es Afolrolel Aukeols A Azeks 3 71EAl0k6=.52, p<.001)9} Efl Z*‘Olw(r=.28, p<.00D)2}
(M=2,89)3}, 7jolole} Arkrols Wi Wr Azkel 4 = A AR B, elxolgeks fojulat Ato] Lehix
(M=2.65)71ol| Frejulgt 2fol7} Yepdth(F=4.95, p<.01). ¥hd 3ttt Aoz A7ISaloli=.43, p<.001)2} ERRIFA
Table 5. Correlations among the Main Variables (V=385)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1"

1. Individualism 1 - - - - - - - - - -
2. Collectivism 33" 1 - - - = = = = = -
3. Cultural disposition 82" 82" 1 - - - - - - - -
4. Independent self-construal 59" 40" 59" 1 - - - - - - -
5. Interdependent self-construal 317 66~ 597 10”7 1 - - - - - -
6. Self-construal 54" 61" 70" 88" 78" 1 = = = = -
7. Internal reasons 25" 48" 447 337 50" 48" 1 - - - -
8. Self-focused reasons a7" 27" 27" a7 32 28" 43" 1 - - -
9. Other-focused reasons a7 08 16 a7 23 23" 32 34 1 - -
10. External reasons -01 -0 -06 -03 04 00 -01 20" 34" 1 -
11. Reasons for prosocial behavior 237 297 32" 25" 42" 39" 68" 72" 73" 517 1
<05, p<.01, p<.001.
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Table 6. Mediating Effects of Independent Self-Construal in the Relations between Cultural Disposition and Reasons for Prosocial Behavior

Model Step B t R F
1 1: Individualism — Independent self-construal 69 13.127 31 17218~
2: Individualism — Internal reasons 34 513" .06 2639
3: Individualism — Internal reasons 14 1.87 34 25.15"

Independent self-construal — Internal reasons 29 460" - -
2 1: Collectivism — Independent self-construal 54 8.68" .16 7536
2: Collectivism — Internal reasons 70 10.78" 23 11622
3: Collectivism — Internal reasons 59 8.44" 24 63.60"

Independent self-construal — Internal reasons A7 340" - -

‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001,
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Table 7. Mediating Effects of Interdependent Self-Construal in the Relations between Cultural Disposition and Reasons for Prosocial Behavior

Model Step B t R F

3 1: Individualism — Interdependent self-construal 29 635 .09 4032
2: Individualism — Internal reasons 34 513" .06 2639
3: Individualism — Internal reasons 14 233 02 66.32"

Interdependent self-construal — Internal reasons .66 999" - -

4 1: Collectivism — Interdependent self-construal 67 17.18" 44 29563
2: Collectivism — Internal reasons 70 10.78" 23 11622
3: Collectivism — Internal reasons 38 458" 29 77.58"

Interdependent self-construal — Internal reasons 46 563" - -

5 1: Individualism — Interdependent self-construal 29 635 09 4032
2: Individualism — Self-focused reasons 25 354" 03 1257
3: Individualism — Self-focused reasons N 1.53 N 23.88"

Interdependent self-construal — Self-focused reasons 45 592" - -

6 1: Collectivism — Interdependent self-construal 67 17.19" 44 295.63"
2: Collectivism — Self-focused reasons 41 549" 07 30217
3: Collectivism — Self-focused reasons 13 139 NN 2353"

Interdependent self-construal — Self-focused reasons 40 410" - -

7 1: Individualism — Interdependent self-construal 29 635" .09 4032
2: Individualism — Other-focused reasons 31 355 03 1260
3:Individualism — Other-focused reasons 22 244 06 1365~

Interdependent self-construal — Other-focused reasons 34 362" - -

‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001.
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