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Relationship of Ethics Consciousness in Internet and Moral Behavior
¢ Analysis of The Relation among Moral Judgement,
Information Ethics Judgement and
Internet Ethics Consciousness of Undergraduate Students
Jang SoonSun*, Lee OkHwa**

ABSTRACT

Presently the instructional model for internet ethics education is modeled after the integrated morality. The model is based
on the assumption that ethical awareness will lead to ethical activities which is based on the theory that cognition is
correlated to the behavioral domains. But the side effects of the information society in the cyber space increased even when
the education for the awareness of ethics in the cyber space has been taught more aggressively than before. In this study,
the relation of the cognition for information ethics and the ethical behavior in the cyber space was analyzed in order to find
out the implications for the effective internet ethics education model. The tools used are the ‘DIT (Defining Issues Test) to
measure the behavioral ability in the physical world, the Information Ethics Judgment to measure the behavioral ability in
the cyber space, and the self diagnostic tool of ‘Internet ethics awareness to measure the level of cognitive knowledge for
internet ethics. The correlation of three measures was analyzed.

The results were college students’ levels of ethics from three tools from are considerably low. Moral judgement and
information ethics judgement were not correlated which means that the behavior in the physical world was not necessarily
correlated to the behavior in the cyber space. The three measurements were not statistically significantly correlated.
Therefore the cognitive awareness for the information ethics were not necessarily correlated to the ethical behavior in the
cyber space. Ethical cognition and the moral behavior need to be taught with equal emphasis as they do not have strong
correlation.

Keywords : Ethics Consciousness, Moral Behavior, Moral Judgement, Information Ethics Judgement, Internet Ethics Consciousness.
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