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——Abstract

The goal of this study was to describe dental consultation of pediatric inpatients to the department of pediatric
dentistry at Yonsei University Severance Hospital. 391 dental consultations at Yonsei University Severance
Hospital referred to pediatric dentistry in the year 2012 were included in this study. Consultations were catego-
rized according to patients gender, age, chief complaint, referred department and diagnosis. 288 patients (166
males and 122 females) with an average age of 5.9 were referred to the Department of Pediatric Dentistry. 129
cases (33.1%) from Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, 80 cases (20.5%) from Pediatric Hematology-
Oncology, 51 cases (13.0%) from Pediatric Cardiology, and 44 cases (11.3%) from Pediatric Neurology. Chief
complaints were ranked from oral examination (39.7%), dental caries (14.0%), pre-operative evaluation
(12.8%) and others (33.5%): including oral pain, trauma, tooth mobility, orthodontic treatment, self-injury,
fabrication of obturator and etc. Dental consultations should be encouraged as dental care and treatment could
affect the control of systemic diseases of admitted patients. Pediatric inpatients have been referred to pediatric
dentistry for not only comprehensive oral exam but also various chief complaints. The most frequent dental di-
agnosis made and treatment performed were dental caries and non-invasive/preventive care respectively.
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Table 2. General characteristics of subjects

Number of total consultations 391

Total patients 288
Mean number of consultations per patients 1.34+05
Gender (M:F) 166:122 (1:0.73)

Mean age 59(0~18) £53
Consultation to pediatric dentistry / 288/13313 (229
inpatients of pediatric ward 13313 22%)
Deceased patient 7

Table 1. Classification of dental chief complaint, dental diagnosis and dental treatment

Chief complaint of dental consultation Dental diagnosis

Dental treatment

1. Oral exam 1. Within normal limit

2. Dental caries 2. Dental caries

3. Pre-operative evaluation

4. Oral pain 4. Trauma

5. Trauma 5. Physiological tooth mobility
6. Tooth mobility 6. Etc

7. Fluoride treatment

8. Self-injury

9.Etc

3. Soft tissue abnormality

1. Exam only

2. Preventive treatment (fluoride treatment, sealant)
3. Operative treatment

4. Trauma treatment

5. Extraction

6. Etc
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Fig. 1. Distribution of dental consultation to pediatric dentistry by a
referred department (Total 391 cases from 21 departments).
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Fig. 2. Chief complaints of dental consultation.
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Fig. 4. Dental treatment of referred patients by the dental diagnosis.
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Fig. 5. Dental treatment of referred inpatients to pediatric dentistry.
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