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The Effects of a Hepatitis Education Program
according to Message Frames

Park, Ju-Young - Woo, Chung-Hee

Department of Nursing Science, Konyang University, Daejeon, Korea

Purpose: This study was examined the effects of a hepatitis A education on attitude, vaccination intention, and preventive
behavior. Methods: Eighty-eight college students at two universities participated in this study. The data were collected from
August 29 to September 30 in 2011 and were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, and x*test. Results: There were
no significant differences of preventive behavior of hepatitis A between the positive and negative message groups (t=1.10,
p=.499). However, the negative message group had a significantly higher attitude of preventive behavior (t=0.92, p=.049)
and vaccination intention (x’=5.43, p=.039) than the positive message group. Conclusion: This study demonstrates that
negatively framed messages are effective on increasing the attitude, vaccination intention, and preventive behavior.
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Table 1. Homogeneity Test for General Characteristics and Dependent Variables between Groups (N=88)
PMG (n=44) NMG (n=44)
Variables Categories XPort 2
n (%) or MESD n (%) or MESD
Gender Male 14 (31.8) 7(15.9) 3.06 132
Female 30 (68.2) 37 (84.1)
Perceived health status Good 24 (54.5) 26 (59.1) 0.50 777
Moderate 17 (38.6) 13 (29.5)
Bad 3(6.8) 5(11.4)
Preferred raw food Yes 12 (27.3) 12 (27.3) 0.00 594
No 32(72.7) 32(72.7)
Presence of members of nursery Yes 6 (13.6) 8 (18.2) 0.34 772
No 38 (86.4) 36 (81.8)
Hear of hepatitis A Yes 26 (59.1) 26 (59.1) 0.00 586
No 18 (40.9) 18 (40.9)
Attitude 3.27%£0.35 3.27%+0.32 0.97 975
Preventive behavior 2.85+0.29 2.76%0.29 0.59 120
Hepatitis A vaccination intention Yes 9 (20.5) 10 (22.7) 1.80 314
No 35 (79.5) 34 (77.3)
PMG=Positive message group; NMG=Negative message group.
Table 2. Group Comparisons of Attitude and Preventive Behavior on Pretest and Posttest (N=88)
Pretest Posttest Difference
Variables Groups t P
M=SD M=£SD M=£SD
Attitude PMG 3.271+0.36 3.39+0.37 0.11£0.36 0.92 049
NMG 3.27%+0.33 3.49+0.37 0.22+0.31
Preventive behavior PMG 2.85%0.26 2.95+0.36 0.09£0.24 1.10 499
NMG 2.76+0.29 2.90%0.30 0.13£0.28

PMG=Positive message group; NMG=Negative message group.
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Table 3. Group Comparisons of Hepatitis A Vaccination Intention on Pretest and Posttest (N=88)
Variable Groups Pretest Posttest e »
n (%) n (%)
Hepatitis A vaccination intention PMG (Yes) 9(20.5) 33 (75.0) 5.43 039
NMG (Yes) 10 (22.7) 41 (93.2)
PMG=Positive message group; NMG=Negative message group.
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