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Abstract

This study examined attitudes of grandmothers who had experience in grandchild care in order to explore
their subjectivity. Research questions were 1) to categorize the attitudes toward grandchild care, and 2) to
analyze each type's characteristics and elucidate the analyses. The results are as follows.

Grandmothers'  attitudes  toward  grandchild care were  categorized into three  types:
(1) adjusting-to-role-change type, (2) recognizing-the-role-burdens type, (3) enjoying-the-traditional-role type.
Type 1, the adjusting-to-role-change type was aware of positive facets of grandchild care, and actively
accepted the caring responsibility, but did not think it was a grandmother's duty to care for the grandchildren
or that it was the sole pleasure in a grandmother's life. Type 2, the recognizing-the-role-burdens type, had
a negative view regarding grandchild care, perceiving the cost too high relative to the reward. On the other
hand, Type 3, the enjoying-the-traditional-role type considered grandchild care as a pleasure and a duty, and
downplayed negative aspects such as having no time to herself, assuming the traditional grandmother role
and enjoying it.

These results imply that the attitudes of grandmothers nowadays are undergoing a change from the

traditional grandmother role attitude.
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(most dislike) « (neutral) — (most like)
-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4
2 3 4 5 5 5 4 3 2

[Figure 1] Q sorting distribution

(Table 1) Statements

No Statements
01 My children will be demanding and unappreciative.

02 I won’t have time for anything else.

03 I’'m afraid my grandchildren would get hurt.

04 There are too many things to take care of every day.

05 It livens up the household.

06 I would have to spend my money.

07 I feel young when I am with my grandchildren.

08 I feel pride in being able to help my children.

09 It is nice to have something to do at this age.

10 I feel my grandchildren are safer in my hands.

11 It is confusing as I am not familiar with the way children are raised nowadays.
12 I can’t answer my grandchildren’s questions.

13 I think it feels as if my children care more about their children than their parents.
14 It feels nice to know I deserve the allowance.

15 I feel 1 grow closer to my children.

16 Nobody appreciates my hardships.

17 I am unsure if I am properly taking care of my grandchildren.

18 [ think it is my duty as a parent to take care of my grandchildren.

19 I feel my life is being wasted on caring for children.

20 It is an opportunity to tell tales of the old days to my grandchildren..

21 I can make use of my experiences as a mother.

22 I can’t imagine what else I would find comfort in if I didn’t have my grandchildren.
23 [ think it is less costly than other alternatives.

24 It is difficult as my children and I have different ways of caring for children.

25 I feel 1 grow closer to my grandchildren.

26 There are many additional tasks that come along with caring for grandchildren

27 I get to learn new things as I play with my grandchildren.

28 It is satisfying when I teach them something and they would do as they are told.
29 I think no one else is available to care for them.

30 I have no one to turn to when I’'m upset.

31 It feels rewarding to see them grow up.

32 I will lose my health trying to care for my grandchildren.

33 I don’t feel lonely with my grandchildren around.
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(Table 2) Eigen Values and Variances

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Eigen Value 9.1725 2.8308 2.1244
Variance 0.3414 0.1114 0.0837
Total Variance 0.3414 0.4528 0.5365
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(Table 3) Correlations

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Type 1 1.000 0.428 0.570
Type 2 1.000 0.343
Type 3 1.000
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(Table 4) P sample's factor weight by type

Living with Grandchildren's

Type ID Age Health factor weight
Family
3 69 Unhealthy No 1.3013
4 63 Healthy No 9877
5 72 Healthy Yes .8063
7 74 Healthy No 1.3889
8 74 Very unhealthy No 1.0747
9 76 Healthy No .6688
Type 1 11 68 Healthy Yes 1.0137
(N=14) 13 64 Healthy No 2.3777
17 75 Unhealthy No 4613
19 54 Healthy Yes .6006
20 69 Unhealthy No .5694
21 64 Healthy No 1.3863
32 65 Very healthy No .8193
33 71 Unhealthy No 5444
2 81 Unhealthy No 4464
6 80 Unhealthy No .3040
18 57 Healthy Yes .8028
Type 2 23 53 Healthy No 1.2654
(N=8) 24 76 Very unhealthy Yes .8206
25 63 Healthy No 8512
28 56 Very healthy No .6708
29 67 Unhealthy No 1.0154
1 69 Healthy No .8426
10 67 Very unhealthy Yes 1.1011
12 66 Healthy No 1.6363
14 79 Unhealthy Yes 7760
Type 3 15 80 Unhealthy No .6354
16 70 Healthy No .3886
(N=11) 22 62 Healthy Yes 9815
26 52 Very healthy Yes 3732
27 71 Unhealthy No 3697
30 63 Healthy Yes .6852
31 56 Very healthy Yes 1.4119
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(Table 5) Statements with which Type 1 agreed or disagreed more than other types(over +1.00)

No Statements z-scores Means Differences

Agree 20 Tt is an opportunity to tell tales of the old days to my grandchildren. 953 711 1.664
10 T feel my grandchildren are safer in my hands. 1.612 435 1.178

11 1t is confusing as I am not familiar with the way children are raised nowadays. -409 630 -1.039

Disagree 22 I can’t imagine what else I would find comfort in if I didn’t have my grandchildren. -1.694  -.641 -1.053
18 [ think it is my duty as a parent to take care of my grandchildren. -1.771 815 -2.586
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(Table 6) Statements with which Type 2 agreed or disagreed more than other types(over +1.00)

No Statements z-scores Means Differences
2 1 won’t have time for anything else. 2.023  -461 2.484
32 T will lose my health trying to care for my grandchildren. 287 -1.404 1.691
Agree 11 It is confusing as I am not familiar with the way children are raised nowadays. 1.026  -.088 1.114
4 There are too many things to take care of every day. 1.566 482 1.084
30 1 have no one to turn to when I'm upset. -470 -1.488 1.018
28 1t is satisfying when I teach them something and they would do as they are told.  -1.073  .161 -1.234
9 It is nice to have something to do at this age. -1.590  -323 -1.267
Disagree 5 It livens up the household. 287 1.700 -1.412
7 1 feel young when I am with my grandchildren. -719 825 -1.603
20 It is an opportunity to tell tales of the old days to my grandchildren. -1.626 578 -2.205
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(Table 7) Statements with which Type 3 agreed or disagreed more than other types(over +1.00)
No Statements z-scores Means  Differences
18 I think it is my duty as a parent to take care of mygrandchildren. 1.516  -829 2.345
2 [ can’t imagine what else I would find comfort in if I didn’t have my 375 -1.676 2050
Agree grandchildren.
9 It is nice to have something to do at this age. 252 -1.244 1.496
7 1 feel young when I am with mygrandchildren. 1.085  -.107 1.192
10 I feel my grandchildren are safer in my hands. 146 1.168 -1.022
Disagree 54 1t is difficult as my children and I have different ways of caring for children. -953 204 -1.157
2 I won’t have time for anything else. =779 .940 -1.719
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(Table 8) Statements and z-scores for consensus Items(over +1.00)

No Statements Z-scores

Agree 31 It feels rewarding to see them grow up. 1.54

1 My children will be demanding and unappreciative. -1.11

. 16 I am unsure if I am properly taking care of my grandchildren. -1.12
Disagree . . .

29 I think no one else is available to care for them. -1.21

19 I feel my life is being wasted on caring for children. -1.51
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