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Understanding on the Concept of a ‘Region’ in High School Students
Analyzed in the Open-ended Questionnaires
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Abstract : This study is to explain understanding types about the concept of a ‘Region’ in the 3rd grade high
school students(39) through open—ended questionnaires and describe the pedagogical utilizations for this. Students'
understanding types about the concept of a ‘Region’ are compared and then determined through two meaning
agreement and association between meaning of students' understanding which is collected through open—ended
questionnaires and meaning of a ‘Region’ which is described in high school curriculum.

The results are as in the following. First, Students' understanding types about the concept of a Region’ were
divided into four categories: full, partial, ambiguous, and converted understanding. Second, The degree of right
meaning agreement and association existing between two meanings is rising steadily by converted, ambiguous,
partial, and full understanding. For this reason, This result can make sure the understanding degree about the
concept of a ‘Region’ is different depending on the students. Third, Students’ partial understanding, ambiguous
understanding and converted understanding on region concept could be judged as misconception not fully
corresponded to region concept in the curriculum explanation. Fourth, Teachers can achieve conceptual change
through this misconception as a subject matter of educational dialogue for meaning change.

Key Words : full understanding, partial understanding, ambiguous understanding, converted understanding.
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