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ABSTRACT

This study identifies the necessity and importance of innovation in rural communities and
highlights the role of rural revitalization support centers in facilitating the diffusion of community
innovation. The study provides a literature review and employs the survey method to verify the
arguments.

There is an urgent need for rural communities to be distinct, attractive, and competitive in
the wake of globalization. It is clear that they must recognize the need to facilitate innovation
under growing trends toward trade liberalization, environment-oriented life styles, diversified
consumer needs, and a knowledge-based society. The results provide support for the legitimacy
of establishing rural revitalization support centers to help community leaders and local
stakeholders develop their communities. More specifically, rural communities should employ
R&D outcomes from diverse fields and capacity building by community members, leaders, and
local governments to foster sustainable growth by overcoming limitations in spatial access and
resources. The results suggest that rural revitalization support centers can be established as
intermediary organizations that can be operated to facilitate community innovation in rural
development. In addition, these centers should play key roles such as empowering communities,
facilitating region-specific rural development policies, motivating R&D applications for rural
development, encouraging rural development networks. Further, close attention should be paid
to facilitate mutual learning by expanding networks and interactions between these centers.

Key words: rural revitalization, community innovation, intermediary organization
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Table 1. Opinions of groups urgently requiring empowerment

NC(%)
Local .
. . Local . Local KRC Village . Exurban
Classification o extension Villagers Total
administrators officers leaders people
workers
Expert 16(26.7) 5( 8.3) 7(11.7) 18(30.0) 13(21.7) 1(1.7) 60(100.0)
Local actor 37(22.3) 17(10.2) 10( 6.0) 56(33.6) 39(23.5) 8(4.8) 166(100.0)
Total 53(23.5) 22( 9.7) 17( 7.5) 74(32.7) 52(23.0) 9(4.0) 226(100.0)
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Table 2. Opinions on the need for routinized strategies and planning

NC(%)
Classification Very much Needed Neutral Somewhat Not needed Total
needed needed
Expert 33(55.0) 23(38.3) 2(3.3) 1(1.7) 0(0.0) 60(100.0)
Local actor 83(50.0) 71(42.8) 5(3.0) 7(4.2) 0(0.0) 166(100.0)
Total 116(51.3) 94(41.6) 7(3.1) 8(3.5) 0(0.0) 226(100.0)
Table 3. Opinions of the need for establishing and operating extended intermediary organizations
NC(%)
Classification Very much Needed Neutral Somewhat Not needed Total
needed needed
Expert 26(43.3) 30(50.0) 4( 6.7) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 60(100.0)
Local actor 48(28.9) 71(42.8) 22(13.3) 21(12.7) 4(2.4) 166(100.0)
Total 74(32.7) 101(44.7) 26(11.5) 21( 9.3) 4(1.8) 226(100.0)
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Table 4. Opinions on expertise in strategies and project planning

NC(%)
Classification Very high High Moderate Little None Total
Expert 10(16.7) 26(43.3) 12(20.0) 9(15.0) 3( 5.0 60(100.0)
Local actor 3( 1.8) 17(10.2) 45(27.1) 61(36.7) 40(24.1) 166(100.0)
Total 13( 5.8) 43(19.0) 57(25.2) 70(31.0) 43(19.0) 226(100.0)
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