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Abstract

China’'s Assertive Diplomacy and East Asian
Security

Han Seok - Hee *

The year 2010 has been regarded as a vyear of China’s assertive
diplomacy. A series of China’s behavior--including China’s critical reaction to
the U.S. for its sales of weapons to Taiwan, the Dalai Lama’s visit to
President Obama, China’s arbitrary designation of ‘core interests’ over the
South China Sea, China’s inordinate reactions to the sinking of the Cheonan
and Yeonpyeong bombardment, and China’s activities in the Senkaku/Diaoyu
island areas--has served as the witnesses to China’s assertive diplomacy in
2010, The major causes of China’s assertive diplomacy can be summed up by
three factors: potential power transition from U.S. to China; emerging China’s
nationalism; and the recession of the Tao Guang Yang Hui as a diplomatic
principle, But a majority of Western sinologists claim that China’s assertive
diplomacy is defensive in terms of its character,

China’s neighboring states, however, perceive its assertive diplomacy as
diplomatic threat, Due to these states’ geographical proximity and capability
gaps with China, these neighbors experience difficulties in coping with
China’s behavior, In particular, China’s coercive economic diplomacy, in
which China tends to manipulate the neighbors’ economic dependency on
China for its diplomatic leverage, is a case in point for China’s assertive
diplomacy, China’s assertiveness seems to be continued even after the

. . . . . . ’
inauguration of Xi Jinping government, Although the Xi government's

* professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea



64 STRATEGY 21, £ 335 (20144 Vol 17 No_ 1)

diplomatic rhetorics in “New Type of Great Power Relationship” and the
“Convention for Neighboring States Policy” sound friendly and cooperative,
its subsequent behavior, like unilateral announcement of Chinese Air Defense
Identification Zone (CADIZ), does not conform with its rhetoric,

Overall, China’s assertiveness has been consolidated as a fashion of its
diplomacy, and it is likely to continue in its relations with neighbors, As a
neighboring state, the ROK should approach to it with more balanced
attitude, In addition, it needs to find out a new diplomatic leverage to deal
with China in accordance with its security environment, in which China plays

a growing role,

Key words: China’s foreign policy, China's diplomacy, China’s economic
diplomacy, China’s assertive behaviors, power transition, power
shift, East China Sea Air Defense Identification Zone, East
Asia’s security, Korean Peninsula security, ROKS Cheonan

Sinking, Ieodo issue



