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Abstract

May 24 Measures and Future North Korea Policy

Kim Tae - Woo *

In south Korea, the so-called ‘conservative-liberal’ rivalry over the assessment
of the government’s North Korean policies is seen to be impeding the road to
right policy choices, For example, the liberals accused former President Lee
Myung-bak’s hardline policy of provoking Pyongyang and leading to a
deterioration of inter-Korean relations, while the conservatives appreciated it for
helping nurture mutually beneficial inter-Korean relations in the longer term by
compelling North Korea to observe international norms, However, such debate
over the vices and virtues of Seoul’s North Korea policies is hardly meaningful
as the measuring sticks used by the liberals and the conservatives are entirely
different matters,

The two major goals South Korea must pursue with its North Korean
policies should be ‘peaceful management of division' and ‘change in North
Korea', The former is related to maintaining stability within South Korea and
promoting co-prosperity with North Korea, For this, the nation needs to engage,
encompass and assist the Pyongyang regime., The second goal is also necessary
since South Korea, as a divided nation, must seek a unified Korea under the
system of democracy and market economies by bringing change in North
Korea, For this, South Korea needs powerful leverages with which it can
persuade and coerce the North, This means that the nation is destined to

simultaneously chase the above-mentioned two goals, while also both recognizing

* Chair Professor, Dongguk Univ,
Former President, Korea Institute for National Unification (KINU)
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and negating the legitimacy of the North Korean regime, This situation necessitates
Seoul to apply flexibility in reconciling with Pyongyang while applying firm
principles to sever the vicious circle involving the North’s military provocations,

The May 25 Measures, which banned trade and economic cooperation with
the North except those related to humanitarian assistance, were taken as
sanctions against Pyongyang for sinking the South Korean corvette Chonan in
March 2010, The Measures were taken by the Seoul government immediately
after a multinational investigation team discovered evidence confirming that the
South Korean naval ship had been torpedoed by a midget North Korean submarine,

Naturally, the May 24 Measures have since then become a major stumbling
block in inter-Korean exchange, prompting opposition politicians and concerned
entrepreneurs to demand Seoul to unilaterally lift the Measures, Given the
significant damages the Measures have inflicted on inter-Korean economic relations,
removing them remains as homework for both Koreas, However, the Measures
pertains to the ‘principles on national security’ the Seoul government must adhere
to under all circumstances, This is why North Korea's apology and promises not
to repeat similar provocations must come first, For now, South Korea has no
alternative but to let North Korea solve the problems it has created, South Korea's

role is to help the North do so,
Key words: Korea's North korea Policy, North Korean Military Provocations,
Northeast Asia Security, China-North Korea Relationship,

North-South Korea Relationship,
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