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<{Abstract>

A Comparative Analysis of Current 2011 Elementary School Mathematics
Curriculum in Korea and CCSSM in the United States

Kim, Jiwon2D; & Park, Kyo Sik22); & Lee, Jeong Eun23)

The Korean national curriculum will be revised in 2015. Before revisions are to be
made, we must discuss the direction the curriculum changes will take. In this study, we
compare the contents of the current 2011 elementary school mathematics curriculum in
Korea with the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM) in the United
States. The results from this comparative analysis may be helpful in the revision of the
Korean mathematical curriculum.

We find that the CCSSM introduces certain mathematical concepts earlier and in
greater detail than the Korean curriculum does. The CCSSM also covers a broader range
of mathematical concepts. These results indicate that the Korean curriculum needs to
emphasize conceptual understanding, as well as procedural skill and fluency, in the early
grades. Moreover, the ‘grade band’ is unnecessary in the mathematics curriculum. The
Korean curriculum revision process must be debated more intensely, must be made
public, and must take into consideration the key points of CCSSM.

Key words: 2011 elementary school mathematics curriculum, CCSSM, revision of the
curriculum
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