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Assets and liabilities in single-parent households: Differences between male- and
female-headed households
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{Abstract)

This study aims to investigate the levels of assets and debts that male- and female-headed
households have in comparison to married-couple households. Toward this end, a series
of analyses of data from the 2011 Korean Household Finance Survey on the assets and
debts of single-parent households are conducted. The empirical results reveal that the
amounts of assets and net worth of married-couple households were significantly larger
than those of male- and female-headed households. A comparison between male- and
female-headed households show that the latter were more likely to hold financial assets
such as savings accounts, savings insurance and mutual funds. The amounts of assets of
female-headed households were significantly larger than those of male-headed households.
Furthermore, the amount of credit card debt in mele-headed households was significantly

larger than that in female-headed households.
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