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The Effects of Parents’ Neglect and Abuse on the School Adjustment in Adolescents :
The Mediating Effects of Social Withdrawal

1k7] 9] (Ki-Won Park)”

ABSTRACT

In this paper, the effects of parental neglect and abuse on school adjustment mediated by social
withdrawal in adolescents were examined using a sample of 2,163 second grade middle school
students(1,096 boys and 1,067 girls) from the Korean Child and Youth Panel Survey(KCYPS) data set.
All research variables were measured using self-reported questionnaires. They were analyzed by means
of Structural Equation Modeling. The results indicated that parents’ abuse had no direct effect, but there
was an indirect effect on adolescents’ school adjustment mediated by adolescents’ social withdrawal.
Parental neglect had a direct effect on adolescents’ school adjustment and also had an indirect effect
on adolescents’ school adjustment mediated by social withdrawal. The results indicate that parental
neglect is a more significant contributor than adolescents’ social withdrawal on adolescents’ school
adjustment. The results of this study show that parenting attitude, more specifically parental neglect,
tend to be more important factors on school adjustment compared to adolescents’ psychological
problems, such as social withdrawal in adolescence. Taken together, these findings suggest that
interventions aimed at improving parental neglect and adolescents’ social withdrawal need to be

emphasized if adolescents are to better adjust to school life.
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(Table 1) Means, standard deviations and normalities of variables (N =2,163)
Latent variable Measured variable M SD Skewness Kurtosis
Neglect 1 2.03 .887 701 -116
Neglect 2 1.91 739 .563 .166
Parent neglect
Neglect 3 1.79 714 732 585
Neglect 4 1.71 .694 .832 .859
Abuse 1 227 .869 331 -518
Abuse 2 1.72 .831 1.02 418
Parent abuse
Abuse 3 1.64 .843 1.20 .643
Abuse 4 1.73 .907 1.01 -.023
Withdrawal 1 2.11 916 339 -.827
Withdrawal 2 2.33 912 .029 -.884
Social withdrawal Withdrawal 3 2.13 .879 286 -738
Withdrawal 4 2.17 .895 246 =197
Withdrawal 5 2.44 .862 -.063 -.682
Learning activity 13.71 2.58 -.248 471
School adjustment School regulation 13.00 2.80 -122 .642
Teacher relation 14.04 3.29 -152 -.102
o] ekt frolg BA7F deez, o] Fa wols 7t

Frag vl a9 Y
ofgt A T = 43~.72)°] e}
ﬂxq 'CH;'T 5}%0:]03531]_5‘; xqu};a o7 .ﬁ.
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Table 39 #A|A|E B9} 2o,
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- 0452 UEhton,
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(Table 2) Correlation coefficients among variables (N = 2,163)

Neglect Neglect Neglect Neglect Abuse Abuse Abuse Abuse With-  With-  With-  With-  With- Learning  School
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 drawal | drawal2 drawal3 drawal4 drawal$5 activities regulation

Neglect2 417

Neglect3 36" 58"

Neglect4 ~ 34™  52*%  58**

Abuse1 09" -01 -04 -01

Abuse2 .00 S TUMSS U R [ <

Abuse3 .02 08% 2% 6t 49 |

Abuse4 .02 107 10" a7t 43 66" 69

dr\zj‘i]%'l 07)«* 13“ llw 13“ 08)«* 10** .09** .09**

dIY\SBI_Z 7 B A (N R B

dr\m_z o7t 8T 3t 06T 07 067 05T 567 ST

drY“;:l' g B 0706 06T 4 03 3 ST BT 0T

dr‘m's o400 07 o8t 03 01 02 -0l 40 4 43 40°

;f;‘fl‘t‘f‘ei e S (1 | S (VS 2 AN [N VA L

rezcllll;)g(l)n 07 -19% 17t 18" -01 -05" -03 -03 -4 -2 05" -2 -2 S50™
Eﬁf 06T 20 18T 20T 03 01 02 00 11T -8 -l 0T 17 43T 46

*p < .05 **p < 0L

(Table 3) Fit indexes of structural equation model (N = 2,163)
X2 df p TLI CFI RMSEA
616.683 113 .000 956 964 .046

5. 070y Bx| FHA g AEen, B 9 g, A&
o stw e S 2te] BAA ALE A 9%

w o ulETe] 5AA ffE 3

gf, FEuel 9 ), AR 9 &3 AHAd e FEAEZ 52 (bootstrap analysis)S A 5FS]
StugdA g e ArAF F4 B SAA o, 7 A3} Figure 13} Table 491 A8+
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(Table 4) lllustration of bootstrap method for mediation (N =2,163)
Direct effect Indirect effect Total effect 95% CI
Path
Estimate S.E. Estimate S.E. Estimate S.E. Bias-corrected
Parent neglect 1647 192 (-2.03~-1.28)
— School adjustment ' ’ ’ '
Parent neglect
— Social withdrawal 121 033 (06~.19)
Parent abuse
— School adjustment ~042 077 -21~.10)
Parent abuse
X .01 .003~.
— Social withdrawal 033 017 (003 ~.068)
Social withdrawal 468 130 (-.698 ~-202)

— School adjustment

Parent neglect
— Social withdrawal -.057 .021 (-.11~-.02)
— School adjustment

Parent abuse
— Social withdrawal -.016 .009 (-.04~-.001)
— School adjustment

Parent neglect

— School adjustment -1.704 196 (-2.86~-1.33)

Parent abuse

— School adjustment ~058 078 (-224~.09)

Note. Estimates are unstandardized.

colZ ulgoz $AANRES SWNA thgw o AEE A58 = 05, p < 057, A8
pdawy Jze Hrde sty }\gﬁ—}ﬂ 0(13 = .11, p <

A, FEYYS Fade] GuddAS(B 00D v«lﬂ I A= Aor Y
= -38, p < 001 AFEIHNE 7T Aow o &, TR 0 3 gt mes Aad
Uelon, Brdtgs Fidel stuAes ol A}ﬂﬁ A5 e wkon, Aade At
ol AFEHE 7R FE AR UEith 34 AFe] 2eE Fode gudd F
=z Buuelo] 2952 HAUE 3 mA s A gohe Aoz Uehyth 25845 vl
RS Ao tehdth RRee Al @ A, 3adY FadBasel b 2 9
A Q2B= 11, p< 0D, AFA 95 H G2 vAe WS Rrusl(s - 38, p <
29 B EH (6 = -.11, p < .001)] oonelem, 1 o2 E AMSA §5(06 =
ofgt JEFe vA = Aor yeyton], 2R 11, p < 00101, FRIHE fofet FFF
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92992

meglecl‘l | | neglect2 | I neglect3 ” neglect4 |

abuse1 ” abuse2 ” abuse3d || abused |

&&&3

*p < 05 *p < 0. ***p < .001.

social
withdrawal

teacher
relation

Note. The dotted line is a non-significant path. Estimates are standardized.

(Figure 1) Verification on the theoretical model of school adjustment in adolescents
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