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ABSTRACT

Complex ethica issues of Emergency Medica Techinician (EMT) out-of hospital emergency medical scene and the ER
(Emergency Room) behaviors were studied. The survey was conducted by 500 EMT group members working in the field
of ambulance work and generad hospital and it was about their work ethics, discussions and solutions about the trans-
ferred patients, and ethics regarding Do Not Attempt Resuscitate (DNAR). The survey includes work ethics, awareness
about the target job, a discussion on the transfer of patients, measures, and deathbed. Discussions about the patient’s con-
dition and diagnosis results were majorly absent during patient transportation at the emergency care scene. More than
90% of emergency care transfer were inappropriate. Sometimes, EMT working in the field facing morally unethical prob-
lems beyond their responsibility. When EMT, who can not make desth diagnosis, received desthbed related DNAR issues,
they gone through severe ethical conflicts. The institutional support and therapy for EMT was weak. In Korea, especialy
in the accident site, ethical issues education is more needed than DNAR prevalence of education and guidance. If ethics
training and guidance are given to EMT, alot of moral errorsin the field can be resolved.
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Table 1. EMT in Accordance with The General Characteristics of Professional Ethic and Attitude N =395
. . Professional ethic Attitude
Variables Categories N (%)
M (SD) F/t (p) M (SD) F/t (p)
Mde 281 (71.1) 3.81 (.61) -2.137 4.25 (.45) -3.110
Gender . .
Female 114 (28.9) 3.93 (.49) (.034) 4.40 (.41) (.002)
Less than 30 116 (29.4) 3.83 (.58) 4.36 (47)°
A 31-40 176 (44.6) 3.87 (.62) 207 433 (42)° 4.407
e *
g 41 -50 99 (25.1) 3.82 (52) (-891) 4.17 (43)° (:005)
over 51 4 (1.0) 3.75 (.50) 4,06 (.37)%
L EMT - Paramedic 275 (69.6) 3.88 (.59) 1.757 4.35 (.45) 4.142
Certification - .
EMT - Basic 120 (30.4) 3.76 (.56) (.080) 4.16 (.40) (.000)
Chonnam fire station 119 (30.1) 3.94 (58)* 435 (.38)*
Gwangju fire station 38 (9.6) 3.74 (.63)° 3.303 4.30 (.55)% 3.379
Area - - a * a ¥
Jeonbuk fire station 217 (54.9) 3.78 (.58) (020 ) 4.24 (.46) (.018)
General hospital 21 (5.3) 4.07 (.38)° 4.49 (.33)°
| Less than 2 35 (15.2) 4.09 (.45) » 60 4.39 (.44) .
Hospit .605 N
o 2-4 141 (61.3) 3.86 (.59) (076) 4.35 (.46) (873)
Over 4 54 (23.5) 3.85 (.57) 4.38 (.36)
Less than 2 69 (19.8) 3.85 (.64) 4.32 (.49)
Fire station .023 1.644
2-4 75 (215 3.83 (.63 435 (41
(yr) (21.5) (63) (.977) (41) (.195)
Over 4 205 (58.7) 3.84 (.56) 4.25 (.43)
< Less than 2 20( 46.5) 4.00 (.61) . 4.43 (.38)
Transfer 361 574
N 2-4 21 (48.8) 3.82 (.81) (699) 4.44 (.46) (569)
Over 4 2(4.7) 3.75 (.71) 4.11 (.16)
" p<0.0L
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Table 2. General Characteristics for The Discussion of a Patient Transport

) . Discussion of Patient Transport )
Variables Categories X p
Yes- N (%) No - N (%) etc. - N (%)
L "EMT - Paramedic 68 (24.7) 121 (44.0) 86 (31.3)
Certification - 10.434 .005
EMT - Basic 13 (10.8) 67 (55.8) 40 (33.3)
Chonnam fire station 41 (34.5) 35 (29.4) 43 (36.1)
Gwangju fire station 5(13.2) 19 (50.0) 14 (36.8)
Area - _ 93.598 .000
Jeonbuk fire station 18 (8.3) 133 (61.3) 66 (30.4)
Generd hospital 17 (81.0) 1(4.8) 3(14.3)
) Less than 2 12 (34.3) 12 (34.3) 11 (31.4)
H‘Z%ta' 2-4 37 (262) 64 (45.4) 40 (28.4) 3.000 562
Over 4 12 (22.2) 22 (40.7) 20 (37.0)
) _ Less than 2 5(7.2) 46 (66.7) 18 (26.1)
F riy’f')t'on 2-4 4(53) 40 (53.3) 31 (41.3) 26.094
Over 4 51 (24.9) 87 (42.4) 67 (32.7)
"EMT : Emergency Medical Techinician
Table 3. General Characteristics of Measurements for Patient Transport
. . Measurements for Patient Transport )
Variables Categories - X p
Discuss - N (%) Pass - N (%) Report - N (%)
o EMT - Paramedic 249 (90.5) 8 (29 7(2.5)
Certification - 4.056 132
EMT - Basic 110 (91.7) 2(17) 8(6.7)
Chonnam fire station 111 (93.3) 2(17) 1(.8)
Gwangju fire station 36 (94.7) 0(0) 1(2.6)
Area . , 8.864 181
Jeonbuk fire station 194 (89.4) 8(3.7) 11 (5.)
General hospital 18 (85.7) 0 (0) 2 (9.5)
Less than 2 32 (91.4) 0 (0) 1(2.9)
Hospital
W 2-4 129 (91.5) 5(35) 320 2.367 .669
Over 4 47 (87.0) 3 (5.6) 2 (3.7
_ . Less than 2 63 (91.3) 1(14) 3(4.3)
F re(;tr?tlon 2.4 67 (89.3) 2(2.7) 4 (5.3) 2.017 733
Over 4 188 (91.7) 6 (2.9) 5(2.4)
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Table 4. DNAR Consent

_ _ DNAR' consent )
Variables Categories X p
Yes- N (%) No - N (%)
o EMT - Paramedic 229 (83.3) 46 (16.7)
Certification - 3.006 .083
EMT - Basic 91 (75.8) 29 (24.2)
Chonnam fire station 108 (90.8) 11 (9.2)
Gwangju fire station 30 (78.9) 8 (21.1)
Area - - 11.921 .008
Jeonbuk fire station 164 (75.6) 53 (24.4)
General hospital 18 (85.7) 3(14.3)
. Less than 2 31 (88.6) 4 (11.4)
H‘zj?;ta' 2-4 117 (83.0) 24 (17.0) 670 716
Over 4 45 (83.3) 9 (16.7)
) _ Less than 2 53 (76.8) 16 (23.2)
A re(;tr";‘t'on 2.4 56 (74.7) 19 (253) 5329 070
Over 4 175 (85.4) 30 (14.6)

*DNAR : Do-not-attempt resuscitate

Table 5. DNAR Guiddines for The Education and Diffusion rate Differences

Variables Categories Yes- N (%) No - N (%) etc. - N (%) c p

Chonnam fire station 37 (3L.1) 71 (59.7) 11 (9.2

Gwangju fire station 10 (26.3) 21 (55.3) 7 (18.4) 9.260 159
DNAR education Jeonbuk fire station 69 (31.8) 107 (49.3) 41 (18.9)

Genera hospital 9 (42.9 11 (52.4) 1(4.8)

Total average 31.3 (33.02) 525 (54.17) 15 (12.82)

Chonnam fire station 17 (14.3) 83 (69.7) 19 (16.0)

Gwangju fire station 7 (18.4) 20 (52.6) 11 (28.9)

- - 76.166 .000

DNAR manual Jeonbuk fire station 56 (25.8) 90 (41.5) 71 (32.7)

Genera hospital 19 (90.5) 0 2(9.5

Total average 24.8 (37.25) 64.3 (40.95) 25.8 (21.77)

* DNAR : Do-not-attempt resuscitate

Table 6. Correlation between Work Ethic and Attitude 4. =t

K

=

Variables Totd career | Professond ethic | Attitude
Totd career 1 %ﬂ% ‘e%‘—?— j—%‘, QJDE]‘ 70171], '?"17_’1]3”]' 7]'21, ?_7—:1_’ :ﬂ'
Professond ethic 013 1 He oz SF72Ake] SF98 &g gt JJ4s
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<001 & gule o e o) glal F23 dolo, g2l
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