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Abstract

Family life culture embodies the ways of thinking and behaving among family members in everyday lives.
With a noticeable growth of multicultural families since 2000, there has been an inflow of other culture
into the existing Korean family life culture. This new phenomenon signals a potential transformation of the
family life culture in Korean society. To forecast such changes, we compared the family life culture of Korean-
Vietnamese multicultural families (as reported by 104 Korean husbands and their Vietnamese wives) with
that of mainstream Korean families (as reported by 108 Korean married men and 92 Korean married women)
by comparing family ritual practices and family values. We also sought to identify whether two cultures in
Korean-Vietnamese multicultural families harmoniously coexist or clash by examining differences within
couples. Results showed that Korean married men and Korean husbands of Vietnamese women were very
similar in terms of family ritual practices and family values. Differences emerged between Korean husbands
and their Vietnamese wives. Specifically, Korean husbands endorsed more traditional gender role beliefs while
their family values were less patriarchal compared to their wives. Results suggest that more flexible gender role
beliefs reported by Vietnamese wives may be a source of conflict in Korean-Vietnamese multicultural families.
At the same time, it may be a driving force of change in their existing family life culture. It will be worthwhile
to pay attention in future research to whether and how patriarchal values and flexible gender role beliefs would
continue to coexist or modify each other.
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Table 1. Variables of Family Rituals and Family Values

Category Contents of family life culture
Family ritual Ancestor ~ Whether practice ancestor worship
worship  Coverage of ancestor worship

(D Grandparents (2) Great-grandparents

(3 Great-great-grandparents

@ 5 or more generations removed (=Sije)
Traditional How to celebrate Korean New Year’s Day or Chuseok

holidays @ In the eldest son’s house

@ In my parents” house or with my family members
only

@) Other

Parents’  How to celebrate parents’ birthday

birthday @ Preparing birthday dishes @) Eating-out @ Gift
@ Money &) Other

Weddings  Western wedding, traditional Korean wedding,

traditional homeland’s wedding, mixed culture
wedding, etc.
Family value Inheritance (D More property to the eldest son
@ More property to the children supporting parents
@) Equally
@ Other
8 Variables: family priority, parent-child relations—
centered, head of household/the eldest son/
husband’s family-centered, etc.
Gender role 2 Variables: responsibility for family support,
responsibility for economic support and care

Patriarchy
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Table 2. Socio-Demographical Characteristics of Participants by Generation

Married men, frequency (%)

Married women, frequency (%)

a)

Variable K-V husbands® Korean married men K-V wives Korean married women
(W=104) (W=108) (W=104) (W=92)
Age (yr), range (M) 34-62 (43.92) 39-58 (48.18) 19-40 (27.38) 25-38 (31.46)
<25 - - 41(39.4) 2(2.2)
26-30 - - 42 (40.4) 51 (55.4)
31-35 5 (4.8) - 13 (12.5) 15 (16.3)
36-40 22(21.2) 14 (13.0) 8(7.7) 24(26.1)
41-45 5(43.3) 21 (19.4) -
46-50 22(21.2) 33 (30.6) -
>51 10 (9.6) 40 (37.0) -
Age difference (SD) 16.54 (4.6)
Education” F=11.64" F=91.81""
Elementary schoo 3(2.9) 16 (15.4) -
Middle school 10 (9.6) 2(1.9) 25 (24.0) -
High school 61(58.7) 60 (55.6) 57 (54.8) 32 (34.8)
College 30 (28.9) 46 (42.6) 6 (5.8) 60 (65.2)
Religion” F=12.24" F=66.13"
None 64 (61.5) 49 (45.4) 43 (41.4) 44 (47.8)
Buddhism 21(20.2) 36(33.3) 50 (48.1) 7(7.6)
Christianity 13 (12.5) 20 (18.5) 5(4.8) 41 (44.6)
Catholic 5(4.8) 3(2.8) 4(3.9) -
Other 1(1.0) - 2(1.9) -
Home @16” F=23.42""
Rural 34 (32.7) 42 (38.9) 51 (49.0) 15 (16.3)
Urban 70 (67.3) 66 (61.1) 53 (51.0) 77 (83.7)

“Korean-Vietnamese (K-V) multicultural couples. “Group differences in ANOVA.

'p<.05, "p<.01, "p<.001.

Hi& ©1/d(28.9%) 9]
(54.8%)7} 55(24.0%)2]

wul, e

okl Holo (48 1%),
2] oko. Ao A7)
39—58A|(Ha+ 48.18A)), 7]
ABANE] AgRfel it
O] TZ(55.6%), thE(43,6%)2] <=0 Wk,

0] F307} ol

ghakel 7] &g
25—38A(H+t 31

O wokm, Reld
sow wer @
TLIL(61,5%), E1l(20.2%), 71=0l(12,.5%)2] =2
0% ol

0FO O o) A~
6]—\::-:'_ ]TO]

Fa(41,4%)2]

7Hﬂ T

BEPES T1E
=]

slarol

flo

04*8

71

O:

71Eo e diE

(65.2%), 115(34,8%)0] =05 WO}, wHel 7] EdAe] Fi

ox F[

). 7| =31(44.6%)2]

o] 164 off AA - EA|(61.1%), 5

=of/de] 164 mf Ad78A]

o
2(38,9%)°194L, 7]
& S A(83.7%), 5=(16.3%)°] 3t

L M0(45.4%), E-11(33.3%), 7| E1(18.5%)0] 40w 7]Eo]

o] = TLI(47.8%), woltt 71

15 AN

sktol 7| & Aat ulas) Hoke w, gk chEsizlso]

e 22 Al 2=}l 71&EAdell sl

HlEo] B 352 Rb,

715l HlE

80 | Vol.52, No.1, February 2014: 75-85

G0

o whe glojgiet,

Sl Fal

[«

Pﬂ
_{
é
o
o
o
oy
W
N
;%
3
[m
ot
Jm
rlo
EJO
j>
MN
©
finj
r

N
rok
H
ro

9P Al g0 Bh-H] tHEE o] 4
il ARSI (194119698 AT E),
ARSAH971E 0] F ZHZTE)]

FE 7IED} o-H| ChESP =S| 71Eek| B Hiw

9 GRS rzom
HOLS F]Fo R B}
SEERSLMEE

ofF) ol 7 Al F o Aleel B ARt A] 242} wlas ek
oh. o71419] vlal g2 Zd%ﬁk AISA 7RIS vlatshe

ol i o4 I 4 /1% el g v
o] VY| SRS AE HABIT Table oA 2} Sfelle] 4
) Wi AAIoE, kel B Ol 1, A, T

www.fer.or.kr



gh=el 712t Sh=-HIEE ChRSVIRS| 715 4EEs) Hlw: 7iEol et 7IE7Ix e &

Moz

Table 3. Comparison on Family Rituals between Korean-Vietnamese Multicultural
Couples and Korean Married Men and Women, Unit (%)

Korean- 1940-1969  1971+Cohort
Variable Vietnamese Cohort Korean families
families  Korean families  (V=90)
(WV=104) (V=108)
Ancestor worship
Whether practicing 76.92 76.17 60.99
Coverage
Grandparents 28.85 46.73 49.45
G-grandparents 19.23 27.57 28.02
G-g-grandparents 4.81 5.60 2.70
5+ Generations removed 10.58 10.28 2.75
Traditional holidays
In the eldest son’s house 26.92 40.18 35.71
With my family only 69.23 56.07 60.44

Visit to wife’s house 1.92 3.27 3.30
Parents’ birthday

Preparing birthday’s meals 44.23 42.52" 29.67
Eating-out 43.27 60.28° 76.92
Gift 45.19 41.12 52.74
Money 66.35 71.03" 81.32""
Weddings

Western 44.23 94.39 99.45
Traditional Korean 6.73 5.14 .55
Traditional homeland’s 20.19

Western + traditional homeland’s 19.23

Traditional Korean + traditional 7.69
homeland’s
Doing not 1.92

Statistical significance in columns of Korean families means the difference from
Korean-Vietnamese couples after controlling age, education and household income.
'p<.05, "p<.01, "p<.001.
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Table 4. Comparison on Family Values between Korean-Vietnamese (K-V) Multicultural Couples and Korean Married Men and Women, between K-V Couples

Married men Married women Husband-wife (K-V)
Variable 1940-1969 Cohort K-V husbands 1971+Cohort K-V wife F/t
Korean (V=108) (W=104) Korean (N=92) (W=104)

Inheritance (%) F=6.79 (df=3)

More property to the eldest son 12.90 13.50 6.50 11.50

More property to the caring children 45.40 46.20 51.10 32.69

Equally 32.40 29.80 37.00 47.12

Other 9.30 10.60 5.40 8.65
Patriarchy (point) 28.31 27.50 26.82 28647 =217
Gender role (point) 5.84 6.08 5.47 5.68 214

?A significant difference between Korean women and Vietnamese women after controlling age, education, and household income.

YA significant difference between Korean husbands and Vietnamese wives.
'p<.05.
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