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A Study on Changes of Residential Preferences among Older People
Living in Urban China according to Aging Situation
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Abstract

As China has the largest number of elderly people in the world, the issue of the aged people has been a serious
matter of concern in Chinese government and society and many studies have been done so far. However, the studies
about the dwellings of the aged people that support their basic life are still insufficient. For this reason this study
intends to identify the differences in elderly people’s preferences according to their situations in aged life. This study
surveyed 152 elderly residents aged 50 and over including early aged people in Beijing China about their residential
preferences (types of residence, location of residence, size of residence, types of ownership) according to the four types
of their situations in aged life, healthy couple, sick couple, healthy single and sick single. The survey conducted from
2013 April 10th to 15th. The results were as follows: Firstly, as the elderly situation became worse, preference for the
independent residence decreased very rapidly while the preference for the elderly welfare facilities dramatically increased
from the 0 point of the healthy couple and the preference for the elderly welfare facilities marked the highest point in
case of the worst situation of sick single. Secondly, among the four different situations preferences for the urban
residence were the highest and as the aged people’s situation becomes worse, their preferences for urban life increased.
Thirdly, healthy couple preferred a large size residence but as their elderly situation becomes worse, their preferences for
the large size decreased and their preferences for small size increased dramatically, and in case of elderly singles,
preferences for small size residence exceeded their preferences for large size residence. Fourthly, as elderly situation
became worse preference for owning residence decreased and preference for rental residence increased and in case of the
worst situation of sick single, preference for rental residence was higher than their preferences for their own residence.
With this view of point, the residential preference of elderly people changes along with their aging situations. Thus, the
government should consider the variable aging market, and develop a variety of aging residence which, can satisfy the
different groups of elderly.

Keywords : Elderly in China, Residential Preference, Aging Situation
Ol : F=F IHs}, F71 A%, =5 4%

LN = olm] 200030 ZHFAS S Ak ow], el

> |

o W, AT %, 2e3 WSS 5 AEE A

1. 7o uy o = 3 S0A4Y FAoE woigde} S 1Y AP ]
AEAr ZHE BATE AAZQ BAZ 0 sarHow Frksgon AT F71 AR

AT A 179l 4ol 18 mie A
A7t 2@ste A3 Aok FF EAF o

wAE 2L Utk
2011d = XJH‘L— Z% A *}‘ﬁ R 125 718

I ol\
A1

off I ¥o

M1 e e
A
Jo
lo
T8
r&

3D GFAA), QA et A Sgkat A 2o, A9 ﬂTrL] 1 QE % W“£ 71“}0_%
Y 3D @A), AA St A58 e sl kg AH|A }\]/\E‘:] S AYsla, A7t Fz=ef A

Corresponding Author: Yeun-Sook Lee, Dept. of Interior AFUE %42 AMH|A YEQIE 7|EFo 7 RF3)”

Architecture & Built Environment, Yonsei Univ., Room 418 2w Bxe Sgsgon /EANY wolo TEA)

Samsung Hall, Korea Q=0 B

E-mail: yeunsooklee@yonsei.ac.kr g 32 29 AFE AHsIT. sk o) ©A] AfH]

. 2 o

B Ere 0139 AR@A Rz Ados 97 ATAG B & WA F=9 aPst s Aeks A

S o} 5288 15191 (No. 2008-0061908). SRS W, AFEA =19 &E AR = FAC
= = S A A [e] s 1

E =2 2013 one conference seoul 2013 =14 g=tgol & ek FAAQ Bk Sl F=rellA A=A 9"\

B3 =g 74 - B A, =RIFA AFE BHA ofF AlRfdAle] o, =

_J_;



0|24 ¥ Yrh.
2 AEH 540 g o
3t5 Hols Al7leolH, o] wighel| wat 5
3 w3 thOh, 1993).
% A E'..ﬂ&i =

1. =2 1yst o

F3 EAA oshd 201249 2R F3F g9 2
T= 139 54049 Woll 2F 654 o)A = 1Y
27149 oz A 9142] 9.4%E xPA|gt}. <Table 1>
2 199997E 201297F4] F=9] =RIQ1Fol T

Table 1. Number of Elderly People Aged 65 or Over in China for

1999-2012
Year (tePr? fﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬁm % Year (t:r? fﬂitslg;d) %
2012 12714 94 2005 10055 77
2011 12288 9.1 2004 9857 7.6
2010 11883 887 2003 9692 7.5
2009 11309 85 2002 9377 73
2008 10956 83 2001 9062 7.1
2007 10636 81 2000 8821 7.0
2006 10419 79 1999 8679 6.9
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Figure 1. Trend Analysis about the Elderly & Elderly Housing
Sorce. Wanfang Data, 2013
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Table 2. General Contents of Questionnaire

Classification Questionnaire Composition

Demographical
Characteristics

Gender, Age, Spouse, Job, Source of Income,
Monthly Income

Households, Number of Children, Residential
Distance with Children

Family
Characteristics

Residential

Characteristics Residence Size, Residence Tenure Type

Households, Residence Location, Residence Size,
Residence Tenure Type, Want to Move into Elderly
Residential Facilities

Residential
Preference
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Table 3. Demographical Characteristics of Respondents ~ n=152 Table 4. Family Characteristics of Respondents n=152
Variables Classification N % Variables Classification N %
Male 64 42.1 Single (Only) 14 9.2
Gender Female 88 57.9 Couple (Only) 69 454
Total 152 1000 Single with Children 20 13.1
S0 47 309 Households Couple with Children 48 316
60's 73 48.0 .
i Couple, Children, | 0.7
Age 70 30 197 and Relative '
80's 2 13 Total 152 100.0
Total 152 100.0 0 1 0.7
Single 30 19.7 1 61 40.1
S Married 122 80.3
pouse arrie Number of 2 67 44.1
Total 152 100.0 Children
over 3 23 15.1
Yes 15 9.9
Total 152 100.0
Job No 137 90.1 —
Total 152 100.0 Cohabitation 68 45.0
Live Separated in the
from Work 11 7.2 f'{esidentigl Same City 48 31.8
from Children 17 11.2 Distance with Live S ed in th
Source of . Children ive Separated in the
Income Pension 121 796 Different City 3 232
Others 3 20 Total 151 100.0
Total 152 100.0
under 1000 yuan 13 118
(under 174,000 won) ' FHFRE BH 592%7F 90 m? o] AFsta U
a0 ()1800Ndl99394§u380 7 178 a1, 29.6%7F 76-90 m*9] FRol| AFSIAL AT
(I e o oon AR wQBANY PF ARE B SuAe] 50%
~ yuan - - L
I\I/Ionthly (348,000~under 522.000 won) 41 27.0 7} A= 9]63:01 AL Eﬂ%‘rﬁir/} o]t‘ EAEXAAE Y5
feome 3000~3999 yuan 2 o4 B2 A3 Wang & Zhao(2007)9] 32.6%9} Chen
(522,000~under 696.000 won) ' (2010)9,] 24.6%HTF =& =2 o 4 gt}
(ove 696,000 wr) ¥ 250
’ Table 5. Residential Characteristics of Respondents n=152
Total 152 100.0 -
Variables Classification N %
Note. at the exchange rate of 1 yuan=174 won Self Owned 20 161
2) AR 7 B4 Residential Children Owned 74 487
Tenure Type Rent 8 53
AR GRS 74 5292 <Table 4>9F et Tenl = o
otal B
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Azt 9lem, 31.6%7F F-F-olm 2} sl T Resiscii:tial 26-90 m? 15 206
P2 0.7%7F B39 Ay 2 XH3 FAE sl 9l over 90 m? 90 59.2
o & SEAe] 77.7%7F A FHF7F sASIAL UL, Total 152 100.0
45.4%= At S8kl St Want to Move into Yes 76 50.0
24471 8k el SHRE 61 E 40.1%= =x}A 3} Elderly Residential No 76 50.0
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Figure 2. Preference of Households according to Aging Situation
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