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[Table 4] The question of ordering constructed-response
items by definition (elementary teachers)
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[Table 5] The question of ordering constructed-response
items by definition (middle school teachers)
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[Fig. 2] The order of the constructed-response items
chosen by middle school teachers
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[Table 7] Examples of constructed-response items given by
elementary school teachers
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[Table 8] Examples of constructed-response items given by
middle school teachers
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[Table 11] Comparison of grading system between
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A comparison of elementary and middle school mathematics teachers’
beliefs and practices in constructed-response assessment
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This study examines whether there is discrepancy between elementary and middle school mathematics
teachers’ beliefs and practices in constructed-response assessment and how their beliefs and practices are
interrelated. Analyzing the responses of 212 elementary teachers and 189 middle school mathematics teachers to
the questionnaire, we found that there is lack of consistency among elementary and middle school teachers’
beliefs, practices, and expected benefits regarding constructed-response assessment. In addition, there was a
weak correlation between each group of teachers’ beliefs and expected benefits about constructed-response
assessment. The results from this study imply that such inconsistency in elementary and middle school
teachers’ beliefs and practices regarding assessments may determine the effects of constructed-response
assessment.
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