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(Abstract)

Autopoiesis, Affordance, and Mimesis:
Layout for Explication of Complexity of Cognitive

Interaction between Environment and Human

Shim, Kwang Hyun

Korea National University of Arts, Department of Cinema Studies

In order to unravel the problems of the mind, today's cognitive science has expanded its
perspective from the narrow framework of the past computer model or neuronal network model to
the wider frameworks of interaction with the brain in interaction with the body in interaction with
their environments. The theories of ‘the extended mind’, ‘embodied mind’, or ‘enactive mind’
appeared through such processes are working on a way to move into the environments while the
problem to unravel the complex process of interactions between the mind, the body and the
environments are left alone. This problem can be traced back as far as to Gibson and Maturana &
Varela who tried at first to unravel the problem of the mind in terms of interaction between the
brain, the body and there environments in 1960~70s. It’s because Gibson stressed the importance of
the ‘affordance’ provided by the environment while Maturana & Varela emphasized the ‘autonomy’ of
auto-poiesis of life. However, it will be proper to say that there are invariants in the affordances
provided by the environment as well as the autonomy of life in the state of structural coupling
of the environment’s variants and life’s openness toward the environment. In this case, the
confrontational points between Gibson and Maturana & Varela will be resolved. In this article, I
propose Benjamin’s theory of mimesis as a mediator of both theories. Because Benjamin’s concept of
mimesis has the process of making a constellation of the embodiment of the affordance and the
enaction of new affordance into the environment at the same time, Gibson’s concept of the
affordance and Maturana & Varela’s concept of embodiment and enaction will be so smoothly

interconnected to circulate through the medium of Benjamin’s concept of mimesis.
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