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<Abstract>

First-year College Students” Perception toward Their
Secondary School Technology Classrooms and Teachers

Hyuk-Soo Kwon®, Joo-Soon Mo™

This study investigated perception of first-year college students who recently
experienced technology education in their secondary education for describing
contemporary technology classrooms. To accomplish this goal, survey and in-depth
interview on their technology classrooms were employed. Participants in this study
were 427 first-year college students who began their college life in 2013 and consisted
of 224 students enrolled in 10 departments of educational major and 203 students who
enrolled in 9 departments of other colleges. The instrument of this study consisted of
preference toward technology classrooms and teachers, experience in the secondary
technology classrooms, perception toward technology teachers, and suggestions for
technology classrooms with five point Likert scales and open-ended questionnaires.
And individual in-depth interviews with 22 volunteers who answered the instrument
and consented the interview process were conducted. Based on the collected data,
statistical and theme analyses were performed and the key findings were as follows.

First-year students” experiences for technology classrooms were described with the
theme of ‘learning contents or activities'(54.4%). And the negative perception toward
technology classrooms(29.1%) was larger than he positive perception(16.5%). The
perception toward technology classrooms was also presented with two themes of
teaching methods and subject interest. The perception toward technology teachers
presented a medium level preference with several themes of teachers’ teaching
methods, teachers’ personality, and subject interest. Lecture style method(60.48%) was
largely used in the participants’ technology classrooms and problem solving or
collaborative methods was not frequent(19.31%). The participants indicated a need for
improving teaching methods in technology education and suggested sufficient
administration and curriculum supports and transitions of the learning contents.
Further studies investigating the diverse public’s perception toward technology and

technology classrooms could be recommended.

Key words : College students, Perception, Technology classrooms, Technology teachers
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