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ABSTRACT

This research begins from the recognition that the Korean library OPACs have failed in reflecting
the information needs of children, and especially the behavioral aspects of digital kids. Maintaining
such problem recognition, this research examines the weak points and limits of Korean OPACs for
digital kids, and explores the possible solutions. In details, identified at the first hand is digital kids'
library use behavior, in particular, their search behavior of library OPACs. Also discussed is on the
development of a new generation OPAC for digital kids. The data were collected from a survey with
545 elementary school students, in—depth interviews with 8 carefully selected students among the
survey participants, and a direct observation on the children's information search process in 6 libraries.

Keywords: Kid's catalog, Kids' catalog, Library catalogs for children, Children's OPAC, Information
behavior, Search behavior, OPAC use behavior, Digital kids, Digital native
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