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Reality of Housing for Multi-Cultural Families from the Perspectives of

Social Constructionism and Critical Social Constructionism
Hyung Ock Hong

Department of Housing and Interior Design, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to review the conceptual framework of social constructionism and critical social
constructionism in the research area of multi-cultural family homes, using a literature review. Fopp argued
that social constructionism had an objectivation problem that only considered the actor side as a policy object;
therefore he suggested a weaker social constructionist perspective with moderate relativism and the application of
feminist epistemology to marginal life for maximizing objectivity. This article explores a conceptual framework for
studying the reality of housing of multi-cultural families in Korea in the light of constructionist ideas and presents
a review of empirical positivist data to support the framework. Based on results, using the social constructionist
framework, five contexts (structural, institutional, organizational, operational, and intersubjective) were reviewed
and ideas were suggested to develop an appropriate future situation for multi-cultural family homes. For a weaker
social constructionist framework, three National Survey of Multi-Cultural Family Homes data sets were reviewed
to determine the real condition of multi-cultural family homes. Further, from a feminist perspective, the empirical
data of marginalized multi-cultural family homes were reviewed from the perspectives of gender inequality of
decision making, cultural adaptation, and differentiation in housing related areas. In conclusion, two perspectives
were useful for understanding multi-cultural family housing in Korea but must be compensated with substantial
empirical data for a holistic approach.
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| :
1 1 |
Objectivation  [~—-——-—--—-----—- > Material existence |[¢-------------—1 Maximizing objectivity
Figure 1. Conceptual framework of social constructionism and critical social constructionism in the research on multi-cultural family homes.
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