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The purpose of this study is to analyze the association of oral health of the elderly and oral health quality of life, The subjects of this study were 282
participants who received the fluoride application and the scaling service through program targeting elderly people carried out by a public health
center located in Gyeongsangbuk-do Province, Data were collected from January 2011 to December 2011, The result of comparing subscale
scores of quality of life related to oral health depending on socioeconomic characteristics showed that functional limitation scores were lower as
educational level got higher, The result of comparing subscale scores of quality of life related to oral health depending on status of oral health and
frequency of tooth brushing showed that quality in functional limitations, physical pain, psychological discomfort, physical disability, psychological
disability, social disability and handicap scores were lower as the number of cavities got more, The result of multiple regression analysis to identify
the factors affecting the quality of life related to oral health showed that the number of cavities and installation of denture were significant variables,
The results of this study showed that there was significant association of oral health status and oral health related quality of life of the elderly. In order
to maintain the oral health related quality of life, it is important to keep many number of residual teeth even if a person gets older and to support
the installation of dentures if necessary,
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Table 1. Oral Health Status by Socioeconomic Characteristics
. Caries Loss Tooth brushing
Variable n of teeth p-value n of teeth p-value R p-value
Gender 0.671 0.701 0.182
Male 25 3.24+2.70 102 20.37+7.53 103 2.03£0.75
Female 37 3.54+2.73 179 20.72+7.17 179 2.15£0.72
Age (y) 0.416 0.058 0.066
65~69 12 2.50+2.65 61 22.25+6.78 61 2.29+0.83
70~174 26 3.73+2.55 123 20.70£7.23 124 2.09+0.68
=75 24 3.54%2.89 97 19.42+7.54 97 2.01£0.71
Education 0.285 0.006 <0.001
< Elementary 45 3.76£2.79 168 19.56+7.17 168 1.92+0.65
Middle school 13 2.54%2.50 58 21.19+£7.52 59 2.24%0.73
>High school 4 2.50+1.73 55 23.07+6.87 55 2.53+0.79
Insurance 0.354 <0.001 0.171
Health insurance 40 3.65+2.81 214 21.56+6.69 215 2.14%0.75
Medical care 22 3.00£2.51 67 17.51+8.29 67 2.00+0.65
Total 62 3.42+2.70 281 20.59+7.29 282 2.11£0.73
Values are presented as n or mean+standard deviation.
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