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Promoting Policy for Creative Economy and
Regional Development in Korea
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Abstract : This paper criticized the recent Korean ‘creative economy policies’ focused on regional develop-
mental implications. Even though the policies targeted to promote ICT new startups and build virtuous
circle of ICT industrial ecosystem in Korea as a whole, the outside regions of the Seoul-Busan industrial
axis where the bases of ICT industries are very weak would suffer from systematic exclusion in ICT in-
vestments and deepening regional disparities. Second, ICT-centered policies would selectively affect or
operate commensurate with the size of regions in this low-growth, after-financial crisis age. Third, the
possibilities of regional insularity and lock-in in these low levels of ‘related variety’ regions would worsen
the industrial competitiveness. Lastly, the policies should be reoriented to fortify region-based creative

economic ecosystem based upon triple helix learning region.
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