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A Study on the Nurse's Medical Malpractice Liability
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=ABSTRACT=

Nurses are medical care providers most closely associated with the national health. 

Their works are subdivided and specialized, and it is such a factor making nurse's 

role more important, and with the appearance of specialized nurses, they have secured 

a position as an independent medical care provider. 

As the domain of nurse's service becomes broader, there are more accidents and 

disputes related to nurses.  However, there are not many studies conducted on such 

problems, and even when medical disputes take place related to nurses, the court 

does not make consistent judgments as a matter of fact. 

Besides, as the ambiguity of nurse's range of service and the lack of nursing 

workforce work as a factor causing nurse's medical malpractice, more legal dis-

cussions and studies are required to seek proper solutions to such problems. 

Thus, as a plan to clarify legal issues likely to occur due to nurse's medical practice, 

this study classified nurse's work into medical assistance practice and other jobs 

based on their own independent judgments, and proposed establishing concrete regu-

lations on the range of their work, while reviewing common problems extracted from 

precedents related nurse's medical malpractice. Moreover, while examining Japanese 

precedents related to the Act of Medical Service Personnel, Nurses and Midwives, 

which is the sole act of nurses in Japan, this study reviewed the necessity of revising 

the present nurse-related regulations in Medical Service Act, or enacting a sole act 

of nurses.

Keyword: Nurses, Nurse's medical assistance practice, Nurse's medical practice, 

Nurse's medical accidents, Nurse's medical malpractice




