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A Study on the Meme Features Appear in Renewal Space
-Focusing on the Renewal Project of the Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex in German-
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Abstract The features of the cultural phenomenon, ‘Hybrid Culture,” can be analyzed through the concept of ‘Meme, the

cultural gene continuously evolves. The architectural meme also has an effect as the cultural symbol on a space.
It can be the solution to the urban problems, lack of contextualization caused by reckless development. Therefore,
this study aims to examine the characteristics of the sustainable and effective renewal space by applying the
concept of Meme. Theoretical analysis, characteristics of expression, and case study are conducted to analyze
the Meme features of the renewal space. Particularly, this study focuses on the Meme features appeared in the
Zolliverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex in German. The results obtained from this study is as written below. First,
Meme renewal space is a design that can solve the contextual deficiency of architecture through the cultural
renewal. Second, the true renewal space has the characteristics of meme space that organically changes as if an
organism.  Third, it is possible to conduct a detailed analysis on the organic characteristics according to the
evolving phases-Mimesis, Memeplex, and Metameme. Fourth, the true meaning of sustainable renewal space is
the Meme space encompasses the scope of urban. Lastly, the Meme space has a circulation system that each
evolving phase, and new and old continuously exchange feedbacks.
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