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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to examine the mediating effects of maternal control strategies

on the relationship between preschoolers’ temperament and compliance/noncompliance. A total of 125
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mothers with preschoolers aged 3 and 4 years participated in this study. Preschoolers’ temperament

was reported by mothers. Maternal control strategies and preschoolers’ compliance/noncompliance were

observed in the laboratory using a clean-up task. There were four major findings. First, preschoolers

with higher levels of activity exhibited less compliance, and preschoolers with higher levels of

adaptability and activity displayed more noncompliance. Second, preschoolers whose mothers used

fewer commands and more compliments displayed more compliance and less noncompliance. Third,

mothers who rated their children higher in activity level used more commands with their children.

Finally, the use of maternal commands mediated the association between preschoolers’ activity level

and compliance/noncompliance. When preschoolers’ activity level and maternal control strategies were

considered together to predict preschoolers’ compliance/noncompliance, the relationship between

activity level and compliance/noncompliance became nonsignificant. These findings suggest that the

effects of temperament on compliance/noncompliance are indirect through maternal control strategies.

Keywords : f-o}2] 7|4 (preschoolers’ temperament), ©1™1]2] EA| 7 EH(maternal control strategies),

T$/E-8 35 (compliance/noncompliance), & 2] ZHAl|(clean-up task).
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Preschoolers’ Compliance/
temperament noncompliance

(Figure 1) Hypothesized model:
The mediating effects of maternal
control strategies on the relationship
between preschoolers temperament
and compliance/noncompliance
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(Table 1) Correlations among temperament, maternal control strategies, and preschoolers’

compliance/noncompliance (N =125)
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Temperament

1. Adaptability -

2. Activity level .05 -
3. Regularity .04 -.18% -
Maternal control strategies
4. Physical modeling -17 -.00 -.04 -
5. Command A1 30%* .02 -.05 -
6. Compliment -.06 .08 .01 -11 -.05 -
Compliance/noncompliance
7. Compliance -.16 -19* 14 -.05 -22% J39%F* -
8. Noncompliance 22% 22% -.16 02 28%%  23%F _60"*F -
M 297 2.73 2.87 0.01 0.56 0.16 0.31 0.11
SD 0.34 0.32 0.41 0.34 0.20 0.15 0.15 0.16

*p < 05 *Fp < 01. ***p < .001.
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(Table 2) Maternal command as a mediator of the relationship between preschoolers” activity

level and committed compliance

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Compliance Maternal command Compliance
B(SE) B B(SE) B B(SE) B
Activity level -.09(.04) -19* .19(.06) 30" -.07(.04) -.14
Maternal command -.13(.05) -.18%

F(dfi, df) 4.81%(1, 123)
g 04

11.84*(1, 123) 4.33%(2, 122)
.09 .07

*p < .05 **p < 0L

Maternal

command
30" -.18

Compliance

Activity level

-19"—-14
Note. Standardized coefficients are given.
*p < .05 **p < 01

(Figure 2> Maternal command as a mediator
of the relationship between
preschoolers’ activity level and
compliance
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(Table 3) Maternal command as a mediator of the relationship between preschoolers” activity

level and noncompliance

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Noncompliance Maternal command Noncompliance
B(SE) B B(SE) B B(SE) B
Activity level .11(.04) 22F .19(.06) 30** .72(.05) 14
Maternal command .19(.07) 24%F
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g 03 .09 10

*p < .05 **p < 0L

Maternal
command
30" 2™
Activity level Noncompliance
22> .14

Note. Standardized coefficients are given.
*p < .05 **p < 01

(Figure 3> Maternal command as a mediator
of the relationship between
preschoolers’ activity level and
noncompliance
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