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The Development and Validation of a Parenting Behavior Scale
for Parents of Early School-Age Children*
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in order to develop a parenting behavior scale for parents of school-age
children and to analyze the scale in terms of both reliability and validity. Data were collected from
a sample of mothers of 1" to 3rd grade students in four elementary schools located in Seoul. 778
mothers were administered a parenting behavior scale with 123 items, and 779 mothers were asked to
verify the validity of the developed scale in which 45 items remained after a series of analyses. Data
were analyzed by means of exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factor analysis, and correlation
analysis. The results of factor analysis identified five factors, Warmth, Reasoning, Intrusiveness,
Coercion, and Neglect. The Cronbach’s a of each factor demonstrated results of .82 ~.86, suggesting
that the scale had adequate internal consistency. Concurrent validity was established by using
correlations between mothers” parenting behaviors and children’s social competence. Moreover,
cross-validation was also verified for the five factors. Considering the reliability and validity of this
scale, it can clearly serve as a useful tool for assessing parenting behavior which is closely related to

child development.
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(Table 1) Exploratory factor analysis of parenting behavior scale (N = 778)

Item no. Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3 Factor 4 Factor 5
7 .67
25 .66
20 .65
64 .64
78 .62
11 .61
15 .60
73 .60
2 .58
30 Ny
51 58
37 57
102 33
106 .50
32 48
103 46
65 46
66 46
70 45
107 45

43 71
100 .67
76 .65
115 .63
89 .63
57 .61
108 .61
104 .60
113 .59
67 .58
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(Table 1) Continued (N =778)
Item no. Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3 Factor 4 Factor 5
112 Sl
72 48
49 46
118 45
58 44
71 -.40
120 .38
39 35
1 35
80 31
8 -79
3 -78
31 -74
41 -43
55 -40
16 -40
36 -40
46" 33 -37
12° .30 -37
Eigen value 10.52 4.05 3.45 1.88 1.82
% of variance 22.39 8.62 7.35 4.01 3.85
Cumulative % 22.39 31.01 38.36 42.38 46.23
A WA &OJB. ol 107]e] E&E I} HEE 23] dhe Aoz WY (neglect)
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(Table 2) Fit index of parenting behavior scale model (N = 778)
X df Q(X/df RMR TLI CFl RMSEA
2422.109 935 2.590 873 .880 .045
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(Table 3) Correlations among factors of parenting behavior (N =778)
Factors 1 2 3 4 5
1. Warmth
2. Reasoning 582%**
3. Intrusiveness -450%** -.283%**
4. Coercion -433% -275%** .588***
5. Neglect -353%** -315%*F .189%** 276%*F
***p < .001.
(Table 4) Cronbach’'s a and means of factors of parenting behavior (N =778)
(Numl:s ith?;Sitems) Cronbach’s a M(SD)
Warmth(9) .86 3.13(.43)
Reasoning(10) .86 3.23(.36)
Intrusiveness (9) .82 2.18(.44)
Coercion(7) .83 1.94(.50)
Neglect(10) .86 1.22(.30)
(Table 5) Final factors and items (N =778)
Factor No Items
112 I smile at my child.
72 I have warm and intimate times together with my child.
49 T often tell my child that I'm proud of him/her.
118 I often tell my child that he/she is so good.
Warmth 58 I enjoy spending times with my child.
71 1 am often so occupied with my own business that I hardly express love for my child.
120 I often tell my child about his or her childhood memories.
39 I speak to my child with a warm and friendly voice.
1 I often compliment my child.
7  When my child does something wrong, I reason with him/her on what he/she did.
25 I explain to my child the reason why we should abide by rules.
Reasoning 20  When my child asks me something excessive, I explain why it is wrong.
64 V.Vhen. my child shows a bad behavior, I explain what would be a right behavior in the
situation.
78 I praise or punish my child for reasons that he/she can understand.
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(Table 5) Continued (N = 778)
Factor No Items
1 When I explain something to my child, I ask him/her to put himself/herself in other people’s
shoes.
) 15 When I am upset by my child’s behavior, I also explain him/her the reason for that.
Reasoning 73 When my child did something wrong, I ask him/her about reasons for the behavior.
2 I explain to my child the consequences of his/her misbehaviors.
30 I emphasize to my child why it is important to follow rules.
51 I instruct my child even about minor things.
37 I meddle with everything my child does.
102 I scold my child when his/her behavior does not meet my expectations.
106 I scold my child when he/she goes against my wishes.
32 I tend to find fault with my child’s behaviors.
Intrusiveness 193 1 e]) my child to unconditionally follow my decisions.
65 I criticize about my child’s mistake.
70 I scold my child for his/her behavior, even if the same behavior would be acceptable when
done by other people.
107 When my child doesn’t follow my instruction, I say to him/her that he/she ought to do
something because I tell him/her so.
8 I hit my child when he/she misbehaves.
3 I hit my child when he/she dosen’t obey me.
31 I discipline my child through physical punishment.
Coercion 41 1 discipline my child with punishment rather than reasoning.
55 I punish my child when his/her behavior does not meet my expectations.
16  When my child does something wrong, I yell at him/her.
36 I grab my child when he/she does not listen to me.
43 T let my child get away with his/her missing the school.
100 I am not interested in my child so that I rarely compliment or punish him/her.
76 I leave my child alone at home even when I know that he/she needs to be accompanied
by adults.
115 I don’t provide my child with necessities, such as glasses or hearing aids.
Neglect 89 I punish my child by leaving him alone without any explanation.
57 1 fail to provide my child with necessary medical care.
108 I often fail to provide my child with the money that he/she has to pay to the school in time.
104 I am not interested in my child’s thoughts.
113 I don’t care much about my child’s hygiene.
67 I don’t care much about my child’s coming home late at night.

Note. No. 71 item is recorded.
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(Table 6) Correlations between factors of parenting behavior and children’s social competence

(N =778)
Social competence
Factors Popularit Int 1 Social
Outgoing opulari y / n e'rpersona .o.c1a .
leadership adjustment participation
Warmth 20 347 347 29%%*
Reasoning A7 327 26" 357
Intrusiveness -10** -19%** -36"** - 15%**
Coercion -.06 157 347 - 147
Neglect S 12 -20%** S27F*F -3¢

**p < .05. ***p < .001.
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(Table 7) Fit index of observed model for cross validity (N = 779)
X df Q(X/dp RMR TLI CFI RMSEA
2762.145 935 2.954 853 .861 050
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