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The Effects of Preschool Children’s Language Ability, Emotion Regulation, and

Mothers” Parenting Behavior on Peer Competence and Aggressive Behavior
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of mothers’ parenting behavior, preschool children’s language ability
and emotion regulation on peer competence and aggressive behavior. The subjects were 100 preschool children (49 girls and
51 boys; mean age, 70.30 months), their mothers and teachers, recruited from five daycare centers located in Gyeonggi-do area.
Each child’s language ability was assessed individually with the standardized measure, the Preschool Receptive-Expressive
Language Scale and their teachers reported on the children’s peer competence and aggressive behavior. Their mothers also
reported on parenting behavior and their child’s emotion regulation by questionnaire. The collected data was analyzed by
correlation analysis and hierarchical regression. The main results of this study were as follows. First, preschool children’s peer
competence was positively related to maternal warmth and children’s language ability. Their aggressive behavior was
positively related to harsh maternal parenting but negatively related to emotion regulation. Second, hierarchical regression
analyses revealed that children’s language ability and maternal warmth predicted peer competence. Third, children’s gender,
emotion regulation, and harsh maternal parenting predicted aggressive behavior. These findings could provide basic

information for programs and services to promote peer competence in preschool children.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants (N=100)
Characteristics n(%)
boy 51(51.0)
sex
Child girl 49(49.0)
Age(month) M= 7030 (SD=3.52)
Age(year) M= 37.35(SD=4.37)
MS or less 3(3.1)
HS or less 54(54.5)
Education
University or less 41(41.4)
Mother
Graduate school 1(1.0)
Less than 2million won 9(21.6)
Monthly Income 2 - 4million won 51(57.9)
Level
over 4million won 18(20.5)
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Variables (N=100)
M(SD)
Variables f
Total Boys Girls
Peer competence 3.18( .51 3.17( .53) 3.19( .50) -23
Aggressive behavior 141( 57) 1.61( .67) 1.22( .38) 3.57%
Language ability 40.75(3.28) 39.49(8.28) 41.96(8.72) 150
Emotion regulation 3.77( .3 3.74( .36) 3.79( .35) -82
Maternal warmth 3.03( 4 3.01( 47) 3.05( .38) -48
Maternal harsh parenting 2.27( .6 42( 57) 2.10( .70) 1.99*
*p < .05, ¥p < .01
Table 3. Intercorrelation of Variables (N=100)
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6
1 1
2 -01 1
3 28%* -.02 1
4 19 -29% 14 1
5 25*% -.04 11 e Rl 1
6 -07 34 -.09 -36%* 345 1

1. Competence, 2. Aggressive behavior, 3. Language ability, 4. Emotion regulation, 5. Maternal warmth, 6. Maternal harsh parenting

*p < 05, ®p < 01, **p < 001
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Table 4. Hierarchical Regression Analysis Predicting Peer Competence among Children (N=100)
Dependent Variable Peer competence
Independent Variables B Y R AR F
1 Gender(Girls=0) -.02 -02 .00 05
Language ability .02 27
2 10 10 3.72*
Emotion regulation 22 15
Maternal warmth 25 21*
3 14 04 3.08*
Maternal harsh parenting .05 .06

*p < .05, ¥p < .01
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Table 5. Hierarchical Regression Analysis Predicting Aggressive Behavior among Children (N=100)
Dependent Variable Aggressive behavior
Independent Variables B ¥e; R AR r
1 Gender(Girls=0) 39 34 12 13.03***
Language ability .00 07
2 19 07 7.56***
Emotion regulation -44 =27
Maternal warmth 17 12
3 25 .06 6.19%**
Maternal harsh parenting 23 26*
*p < .05, **p < .01, ***p < .001
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