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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to analyze research trends of kindergarten and child care center
directors focusing on the articles in a journal of early childhood education in Korea. For this, I
divided and analyzed 162 articles of related early childhood education directors contained in the
National Research Foundation of Korea. The National Research Foundation of Korea listed eight
journals from 1991 to 2013, according to the study period, study topic and study method. As a result
of this research, first, the research trends in the study period show that until 2003 less than 5
articles were published while gradually increasing since 2004 and the director-related papers were
published in the 20 pieces every year from 2009. Second, concerning the study topic, the most
common topic was about ‘institutional management of director’, and ‘director leadership, and ‘role
and duties’, and ‘quality' were followed. Third, types of study included many quantitative studies but
they are decreasing recently and qualitative studies tended to increase since 2006. There are many
studies for the teacher and data collection methods have been utilized frequently having questions
marked distinct by quantitative research. Data analysis was being used a lot with quantitative
analysis. These results of the study imply that it is necessary to execute studies of topics such as
a director’s leadership and core competencies and to diversify study subjects and methods on the

kindergarten and child care center directors.

B Key Words - kindergarten and child care center directors, research trend Korean

research
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