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Dwelling Needs of Residents Interested in Urban Cohousing
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to gain an in-depth understand of the dwelling needs of residents who are interested in
Cohousing. To do this, we interviewed 18 urban residents who wanted a community life; investigated consciousness of
neighbor relationships; and analyzed their consciousness of Cohousing residences, preference types, and spatial needs. At
first the research has revealed that the neighbor relationships of the participants were not very close and that there was
a difference in awareness levels between a ‘good neighbor’ and ‘strange neighbor’ with regard to neighbors, though all
of the participants required a vitalization of these relationships. Second, Cohousing residence types could be divided into
the ‘life preferred type’ and ‘space preferred type’, depending on the differences of pursued dwelling interests. These
could be further segmented into the ‘leisure life preferred type’ and ‘daily life preferred type’, ‘public space preferred
type’ and ‘individual space preferred type’. Thirdly, preferences for Cohousing types varied depending on differences in
priority with regard to important concepts of the social-physical environment (e.g., community property, effectiveness,
naturalness, economic feasibility, and individuality). Finally, we found that the greatest needs were for public gardens and
exercise space as aspects of the common spaces. Agreements pertaining to special use were considered as most

important during the design process of the common spaces.
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Table 1. Interview Contents

Categories Content

Social-
demographical
characteristic

Gender, Age, Education,
Monthly income, Job,
General Family status, Form of income

characteristics

Residential-
environmental
characteristic

Region, Type of house,
Housing area, Ownership,
Period of residence

Consciousness
of neighbor
relationship

Neighbor relationship status
Satisfaction, Need to activate

Consciousness
of Cohousing
residence

Intention to live,
Expectations to Cohousing residence

Resident composition,

Development main agent, Ownership,
Number of households, House type,
Construction method

Preference of
Cohousing type

Required common space®,
Considerations of planning for space,
Management to common space,
Operation to common meal

Requirement for
common space
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Table 2. Classification of Cohousing Type

Categories Type
Resident -
composition Integrated type, Specialized type
é Development Resident-lead type, Company-lead type
g E main agent Public institution-lead type
S 8 R
A g . Self-ownership type, Rental type,
5 Ownership Joint-ownership type, Combined type
Serviced type, Self-work type
Management Serviced & Self-work type
Location Rural type, Suburban type, Urban type
Number of Small size type (up to 10)

Medium size type (11-30)

5)
households Large size type (over 31)

Detached house type, Row house type

H . .
ouse type Multi-family house type, Apartment type

Physical
Characteristic

Construction

method Newly built type, Remodeling type
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Table 3. Review of Precedent Research about Perception Survey

Data collection

Researcher /1 thod & object)

Contents of investigation

1. Necessity of senior Cohousing
2. Prefered planning characteristics

. . f seni housi
Lee, O. K. & -Questionnaire of senior Cohousing

oo 011 36 s P o omen s
(2002)  the age 40 & older P! Sveiop
senior Cohousing in Korea
4. Intention to live in senior
Cohousing
1. Most difficulty as a head of
single-parent family
. -Intensive interview 2. Opinion for supportive life of
Choi, J. S. K
(2004) -4 women head of Cohousing
single-parent family 3. Expectation as housing
alternative
4. Intention to live in Cohousing
1.Perception of Cohousing
-Directive interview (ch.lldcare faf: l.l lty’.c ommon space,
Han,J. H. & . . resident participation, necessity
. (questionnaire) .. . .
Choi, J. S. . of cohousing, intention to live)
-30 wives from dual . .
(2005) . o 2. Requirement for Cohousing
income families L .
(housing site environment,
common house, private dwelling)
1. Perception of senior Cohousing
. -Questionnaire 2. State of moving to Cohousing
Choi, J. S. . ,
(2007) -1006 persons with 3. Advantage & disadvantage of
the age 50s Cohousing life
4. Preferrence of common life
Park 5. -Quesomnaie 1L i
(2014)  -168 persons : g

3. Preference type of Cohousing
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Table 4. General Characteristics of Interviewees n=18
Socio-demographic characteristics Residential environment characteristics
No. Code . Monthly Family Form of Region of  Type of Scale of . Period of
Gender Age Education income Job . - house  Ownership .
o status income  residence house residence
(million) (py)
1os0s-1 B 31 Colleee gy Craduate Unmaried/ Seoul  Officetel  10-19 Self-  under3
graduates student Alone ownership
2 40D-1 F 41 Graduate over 6  Researcher Maljrled/ ]?ouble- Seoul  Apartment  50-59 Parent-. over 10
school 2 children  income ownership
. Multi- .
3 3D F 36 Oraduale g Owner- Married/  Double- g0 pmily 4049 Self- 35
school operator 1 child income house ownership
4 40D M 4 College 23 Office Married/  Single- Pyeong Avartment  20-29 Rent under 3
graduates worker Couple income taek p (yearly)
Graduate . Married/  Single- Rent
5 40D-3 F 45 school over 6 Housewife 3 Children  income Seoul  Apartment  30-39 (yearly) over 10
6 6D-1 F g9 Colleee 34 Housewife “iamied/  Single- g 1 Apartment  40-49 Selt- — ver 10
graduates Couple income ownership
7 70D-1 F 73 College 3-4 Housewife Mam.ed/ S ingle- Sungnam Apartment  50-59 Self: . over 10
graduates 1 child income ownership
. Multi-
§ 3082 M 35 (Colleee Lo  Office Unmaried/ Seoul  family  30-39 Rent 5-10
graduates worker  With parent house (yearly)
9 3083 M 33 Colleee 4oy Graduate Unmarried/ Seoul  Officetel under10 S ynder3
graduates student Alone (yearly)
. Multi-
10 20S-1 M 2 College under 2 Caﬁeer Unmarried/ - Seoul family under 10 Rent under 3
graduates applicant Alone house (yearly)
. . Multi-
1 5081 F 5 High school under 2 Real estate Dlvorf:ed/ ) Seoul family 10-19 Rent 510
graduates agent 1 child house (yearly)
12 404 F 43 ColeEe 6 TV writer Mamied Double- g Apartment 2029 Sel- 519
graduates 2 children  income ownership
Middle . Multi-
13 60D-2 F 61 school 4-5 Housewife Mar.rled/ ]?ouble- Seoul family 30-39 Self-. over 10
2 children  income ownership
graduates house
College Graduate Unmarried/ Rent
14 20S-2 F 29 oraduates under 2 student Alone - Seoul Officetel 10-19 (monthly) under 3
15 7081 F 7 Oraduae 34 Housewife Vvidowed/ . Suwon  Apartment  30-39 Self- 35
school Alone ownership
16 7002 F 70 Colleee 34 Housewife “amied  Single- g Lo Apartment  40-49 Selt- — ver 10
graduates Couple income ownership
17 2001 F g7 (Colleee 55 Freelancer Maried/ - Double- g 1 popouse 10419 Reit = nder 3
graduates designer 1 child income (yearly)
18 408-1 F 4o Oraduate Owner- - Unmarried/ Seoul  Apartment 2020 RN der3
school operator alone (yearly)
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Table 5. Consciousness of Neighbor Relationship

Category Contents

General status of Low-relationship with neighbor

neighbor  No discomfort
relations Need to activate neighbor relations
‘Good neighbor’, ‘Stranger’,
Physical & Emotional proximity Physical proximity
Perception ~ 20S-1, 20S-2, 20D-1, 30S-2,
of neighbor ~ 30S-3, 40D-1, 40D-2, 40D-3,  30S-1, 30D-1, 40S-1,
50S-1, 60D-1, 60D-2, 70S-1,  40D-4
70D-1, 70D-2
-Lack of opportunity to meet
Reasons neighbors -Negative perception
to low- -Lack of desire to form of their anonymous

relationship  relationships

-Absence of common interest

neighbors

Reasons fo Satisfaction:
-No damage, No discomfort

satisfactionor .~ " . .
. . dissatisfaction:
dissatisfaction K
-No Intimacy

Satisfaction:
-Privacy guaranteed

Emotional reason:

. . Realistic reason:
-Need to intimacy with

Reasons . -Effectively solving
. neighbors .
to activate disputes between
-Need to mutually dependent .
. neighbors
relations
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Table 6. Consciousness of Cohousing Residence

Category Contents

have intention to live

Intention to live in urban Cohousing
above average

Leisure life
preferred type
20S-1, 20S-2, 30S-2

Life  305.3, 30D-1, 40S-1
preferred 40D-4

Playful community life
(sport, hobby etc.)

Daily life . L
E ati preferred type Supportive community life
xpectation i
o 40D-1, 40D-2, 60D-1 (housework, child-care)

cohousing Common space

preferred type Economical space
Space 30S-1, 40D-3, 60D-2, (Cost sharing)
preferred 70S-1, 70D-1, 70D-2

type  Private space
preferred type
20D-1, 50S-1

Characteristic space
(Participation design)
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Table 7. Preference of Cohousing Type

Type of Cohousing Important concept
‘Anyone’ that
agrees with Shallow
o cohousing  relationship
- Specialized values .
Resident type - Community
composition (age, Welll- q life
family type) acql{amte Deep
people’ such as . .
. relationship
family or
friends
Development Company-lead type Effectiveness
main agent Resident-lead type Community
. Self-ownership type .
Ownership Rental type Effectiveness
type - - —Development-
Joint ownership Community Management
Economic
Number of  Less than 20 households feasibility,
households Effectiveness
Less than 10 households ~ Community
Ideal type:
Low-rise detached houses ~ Naturality
with green
House type X
Affordable type: Small-sized .
Economic
row houses feasibility .
or multi-family houses Physical
- space
Newly built type:
. Facilitates unique space  Individuality
Construction desi
en
method B -
Remodeling type: Economic

Cost-cutting and time-saving ~ feasibility
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Table 8. Requirement for Common Space

Category Content
1st: Community garden (4.11),
Degree of  exercise facilities (4.11)
requirement  2nd: Common warehouse (4.00)
(point)* 3rd: Children’s playground (3.89),
Required Hobby room(3.89)

common Priority Required 1st: Community garden
space space 2nd: Common picnic area (barbeque)
(1 space) 3rd: Common kitchen, warehouse

1st: Community garden
2nd: Hobby room
3rd: exercise facilities

Required space
(3 space)

Agreement on the use of common space
Flexible space

Consideration & rule for using space
Qualitive Space with safety & durability
Serviced type (5),

Self-work type (5),

Serviced & Self-work type (8)

Service company (6),
Resident (11), etc. (1)

Considerations of
planning for space

Management to
common space
(person)

Operation to
common meal (person)

*point-1: very negative 2: negative 3: neutral 4: positive 5: very positive
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