st=RRILXI2IEs| Xl #1208 #135.(2014) 344-355

m|Z AL gAke] e ojgh 2]z}
A28 394 Q4] By A7
A Study of American Geography Educators’ Knowledge on Korea
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Abstract : This study examines American geography educators’ familiarity and knowledge of Korea, their
perception on sovereignty education, and their knowledge on Korea’s sovereignty issues using the survey conducted
at the annual conference of the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) in the United States in 2010
and 2012. This study also analyzes how much these knowledge and perception influence on values of sovereignty
education and Korea’s sovereignty issues and further investigates proper educational approaches on territorial issues
in Northeast Asia.

Knowledge on the geography of Korea of American geography educators is higher than their knowledge on Korean
culture. Both experiences attending educational programs about Korea and visiting Korea further enhance their
knowledge on the geography of Korea and Korean culture. They agree the importance of sovereignty education in
geography education and believe that sovereignty education should promote students’ sense of patriotism and
encourage students to be global citizens who promote public interests. However, they value less on teaching on the
economic value of their own country’s territory and students’ ability to understand territorial conflicts with other
countries. American geography educators’ perception on sovereignty education improves their familiarity with and
knowledge of Korean territorial issues. This study identifies that providing opportunities to learn about Korea and
Korean territorial issues can maximize geography educators’ accessibility to Korean territorial issues, regardless of
their interest in territorial issues. These findings help Korean government develops better strategies for formulating
and implementing future international public relations practices for Korean territorial issues.

Key Words : American Geography Educator, Perception, Knowledge, Sovereignty Education, Territorial Issues
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