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Rockwool again convicted of deceptive and unfair  expanded poly styrene(EPS) I

marketing related to fire safety unnecessari ighte
now has bei reriol
‘Insulation of foamed plastic is (..) known to be  publish a ¢ sage

extremely flammable’, ‘Foam Insulation develops a The case was brought befo erthe
very suffocating smoke, and once there’s a fire in the
material burns the house completely down.’ So wrote
Rockwool International in two articles in a newsletter
sent out to investors and other stakeholders in 2011,
The Maritime and Commercial Court in Denmark  third time in the past g)u
judged that these two articles in a newsletter  has been convicted of a‘ﬁ"f‘ : Al
from Rockwool, which described the fire hazard of  marketing practices, In 2011 RO
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of similar behaviour in the Netherlands and in
the UK and to be "misleading and fail objectively
to compare cne or more materials with relevant,
verifiable and representative features”.

EPS foam has been widely used in Europe for many
decades and is holding a marketshare of around 30%
of the European insulation market, It is recognised
and appreciated as being economical, with good
insulation and mechanical properties, moisture
resistant whilst being easy and safe to handle for
the installer, Buildings are designed, with the use
of EPS as insulation, to comply with all fire safety
regulations and recommendations, thus helping to
ensure as well the energy efficiency as the fire safety
of the buildings and their inhabitants,

The court ordered Rockwool to pay the costs of the
trial, Because the EPS industry was not able to

Expanded Polystyrene Packaging: Tried,
trusted and sustainable packaging applications

Annette Schafer(Secratary General of EUMEPS Power Parts)

Packagings are increasingly assessed from suslainability
aspecls. Il is ofien overlooked that the principle of sustainablity
is not just limiled lo ecological tactors, bul lakes equal account
of economic and social aspecls. Expanded Polystyrene (EPS)
packaging meels these requirements in various ways. Two
Lite Cycle Assessments on packaging applications conducted
by EUMEPRS in cooperation with PriceWalerhouseCoopers and
TUV Rheinland proved thal compared 1o olher malerials, the
particular ecological advantage of EPS packaging lies in low
residual waste and least amounts of water and air emissions,

Unpackaged cr incorreclly packaged — many foodsluffs gpoil
because they are not in the righl packaging. Avoiding this,
EPS packaging preserves more rescurces than they consume
Ihemselves, For example, the energy expenditure for providing
four kilpgrams of fresh trout is ten times higher than for the EPS
box over its entire life, The diference is even more pronounced
with wid sea fish, A fish box from EPS for 20 kg of fresh fish
only uses 1/20th of the energy used for providing 20kg of wild
cod, If the fish goes off because it has not been adequately
protected, this energy use has burdened the climate
unnecessarily. And the same amount is caused again for the
production cf the replacement,

prove the amount of the actual loss, the request of
€130.000 in compensation was refused, Rockwool
disagrees with the judgment, but accepts it, says
communications director Lars Wodschow,

Jos Verstegen is president of EUMEPS Construction,
the European trade association of producers of EPS
insulation. He says to the decision:

‘It is with great satisfaction that we have received
the ruling from the Danish Court, It is a clear
indication that unfair competition must be stopped.
We now have a court order that confirms Rockwool
International has violated the rules of fair marketing
practice by discrediting EPS insulation , We hope this
verdict convinces Rockwool to apply fair marketing
practices all over Rurope from now on,”

EHzt3 A2 (From page 3) §

Save fransport of TV sels

Anclher example of the high value of correct packaging is the
save transport of TV sels. The energy expenditure for providing
one TV sel is approximalely sevenly times higher than for the
production of an effective packaging syslem conlaining EPS
parts, LPDE fim and cardboard. The difference is even more
pronounced by looking al the EPS parts only: The production
of the EPS parts, which fufiil the most important cushioning part,
only uses 1/200th of the energy used for the production of a
TV set.

After use, EPS is well suited for recycling. In Europe, 200,000
lons ¢f EPS packaging were collected and recycled in 2009,
Since many counlries avoid landifil sites, the EPS packaging is
often reused as insulation malerial, Thanks to material recycling,
used EPS packaging can also be transformed back into the
original material This thereby eliminates one of the mos! energy
intensive sleps within the life of a packaging: the produclion of
the raw material,

It always adds up

EPS packaging guarantees maximum packaging performance
with the most minimal material consumption. The low transport
weigh and minimzed transper damages avoided again saves
valuable resources show that using EPS packaging solutions is
nol only a sustainable but also a valuable economic and social
decision,
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