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Table 2. Typical termite species damaging wooden cultural heritage in Japan.
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Fig. 4. Aliving tree

Fig. 2. Temple Fig. 3. Book damaged by termite.
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Fig. 5. Damages by Reticulitermes speratus
(Kolbe).
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Study of the present situation on the termite control
of wooden structures(1)

- Focused on the case of Japan

Abstract

There are more than 2,900 different species of termites in the world, and just there are 23
species in Japan. They caused more severe infestation compared with Korea. When a
structure has become infested with termites, it is important that appropriate action must be
taken: the chemical pest control (fumigation, soil termiticide treatment, bait system etc.) or
the non-chemical pest control (low oxygen treatment, carbon dioxide treatment, high/low
temperature treatment etc.). Especially, there were attempts to make practical protocol of
various alternatives since the fumigant(methyl bromide) had been phased out in 2005 in Japan,
and practically non-chemical methods would be effective alternatives for some cases, where
the scale of infestation is small and limited and when long treatment is possible. But most of
all, it is important that the process of pest control is made according to each species of termites
with consideration for different characteristics of termites.

Keyword; chemical control, non-chemical control, fumigation, soil termiticide, low oxygen freatment, carbon
dioxide treatment, high temperature treatment, low temperature freatment
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