= Abstract =

A Case of Schwannoma of the Soft Palate
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Schwannoma is a benign nerve sheath tumor that is composed entirely of well differentiated Schwann cells. They
are frequently located in the soft tissue of head and neck region, but only a 1% of them are located in the oral cavi-
ty. Schwannoma arising in the soft palate is extremely rare. We present a case of a soft palate schwannoma and re-
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port this case with a literature review.
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Fig. 2. Preoperative oral cavity finding. Clinical examination re-
vealed a polypoid, rubbery, nontender mass on the left soft pal-
ate. The anterior margin of the mass had contact with hard pal-
ate.

Fig. 1. Radiologic evaluation. A(CT) : There is an about 1.5x 1.0 2.1 cm sized, relatively homogeneous, intraoral protruded mass in left
soft palate with poor enhancement(black arrow). B(MRI) : The mass shows strong enhancement on postcontrast scan(white arrow).
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Fig. 3. Excised specimen. A : There is a polypoid, ovoid, and soft mass at the soft palate, measuring 2x2 cm. B : The cut surface shows

well encapsulated, yellow and soft mass.
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Fig. 4. Histopathological characteristics of the tumor. A : The capsule of tumor(arrow)(H&E x40). B : Low power field findings show

O

elongated spindle cells with regular arrangement forming a palisading pattern(H&E x 100). C : The tumor contained hypercelllular
spindle cell areas(Antoni A)(arrow) and hypocellular spindle cell areas(Antoni B)(arrowhead)(H&E x200). D : Immunohistochemical
staining of S-100 protein indicated that fumor cells were strongly positive.

Fig. 5. Postoperatvie oral cavity finding. A : 1 month later, post-
operatively. B : 2 months later, postoperatively.
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