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An Analysis on the Functions of the Next Generation Library Catalog:
With a Focus on SearchWorks
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the functions and features of SearchWorks developed
as the Next Generation Library Catalog by Stanford University Libraries. It was designed to
fully represent the needs and search behaviors of users, with Blacklight, an open source software.
Its main features are not different from those standard functions supplied by other commercial
packages of Next Generation Library Catalogs, and its continuing improvement and changes,
including the addition and expansion of more useful functions and the removal of unnecessary
ones, have been observed since the introduction of a beta version in 2010.
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