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The Image of Nurses and Their Clinical Role
Portrayed in Korean Medical TV Dramas in Recent 5 Years
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Purpose: Since the perception of the public on nurses tends to be shaped substantially by the media, this study
analyzed the image of nurses portrayed in Korean medical TV dramas. Methods: This study was on five Korean
medical TV dramas in recent five years selected based on their popularity. Ten coders broke into five groups of
two. Full episodes of each drama were assigned to each group. The coders made assessments separately and
cross-matched their analysis, checking with the Holsti's method. Results: Ten of the analyzed twenty nurses were
supporting characters. They were mainly in their twenties. Only one nurse was male and 13 (65%) were staff
nurses. Nurses were described as strong (30.0%), active (30.8%) and kind (40.0%). They were mostly portrayed
discussing patients mainly with doctors (24.4%). In terms of their attitude toward work, they appeared diligent
(37.6%) and communicative (31.6%). Conclusion: There have been positive changes compared to past studies.
Despite the enhancement in the image of nurses in medical dramas, there is yet a long way for dramas to properly
portray the professionalism nurses truly have. Further research is needed and diverse measures should be taken
for the improvement in the social recognition of the nursing profession
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Table 1. Korean Medical TV Dramas in the Recent 5 Years (2008~2012)

Year Broadcasting period Title Broadcaster  Popularity (%) Reason for choice / exclusion
2008 2007.12~2008.02 New heart (23 series) MBC 33.6 Popularity ranking No. 1
2008.01~2008.03 Before & After PSC (12 series) MBC 8.6 Sitcom
2009 2008.11~2009.01 General hospital II (17 series) MBC 163 Popularity ranking No. 2

2009.02~2009.04 Cain & abel (20series) SBS 14.2 Mainly about revenge
2010 2010.01~2010.05  Jejoongwon (36 series) SBS 13.5 Joseon dynasty era
2010.02~2010.03 OB & GY (16 series) SBS 11.0 Popularity ranking No. 5
2011 2011.01~2011.03 Sign (20 series) SBS 255 Forensic medicine
2011.10~2011.12 Night hospital (10 series) MBC 4.1 Popularity ranking No. 13
2011.11~2012.01 Brain (20 series) KBS 16.1 Popularity ranking No. 3
2012 2012.05~2012.08  Dr. Jin (22 series) MBC 8.8 Joseon dynasty era
2012.07~2012.09 Golden time (23 series) MBC 145 Popularity ranking No. 4
2012.08~2012.10 God doctor (24 series) SBS 10.1 Joseon dynasty era
2012.09~2012.11 Third hospital (20 series) tvN 1.23 Cable TV

PSC=plastic surgery clinic
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Table 2. Job Activities of Nurses
Categories Subcategories Details
Direct 1. Assessment - Vital signs, sleep, mental state, physical examination on hospitalization
nursing 2. Administration of medicine - Oraladministration, subcutaneous/intradermal/intramuscular/
intravenous injection, transfusion
3. Education - Ward introduction, treatment of diseases, diet, exercise, discharge,
education
4, Personal hygiene - transfer & exercise - Hygiene, oral care, bedding, Assistance in ambulation, position
change, ROM, assisted movement with wheelchair or other assistance
5. Treatment - Dressing, skin preparation, suction, massage, drainage, elimination
6. Operating room nursing - Operating room nursing
7. Counseling & emotional support - Patient and family members
8. Emergency nursing - CPR, scene of an accident nursing
9. Feeding - Assisting feeding, Food preparation, gavage, etc.
10. Test - Collection of test sample, Examination
11. Cooperating with the medical team - Rounding, Assistance in treatment with the doctor
Indirect 12, Record management - EMR, reporting, documentation
nursing 13. Preparation & organization of drugs - Preparation and organizations of drugs and other medical items, hand
& other items washing
14. Discussing patient - Discussion about the patient with other staff members and family
members
Management 15, Reporting in the ward or - Transfer of duties, Passing on information, Attendance in organizations
conferences
16. Management of the environment, - Management and cleaning of the ward, management of drugs, medical
products products, and nursing room
17. Personnel management & research -+ Education of new nurses, observation and assessment of staff,
encouragement and support of research
Personal 18. Meal & refreshment
activities 19. Break & commuting
20. Forming personal relationship

Table 3. Measurement of Reliability

Drama Role Scene Total
Golden Time 184/200=92% 1916/1953=98% 97.5%
New Heart 73/80=91% 740/791=94% 93.3%
OB & GY 60/60=100% 1640/1652=99% 99.3%
Brain 137/137=100% 926/959=97% 97.0%
General Hospital 1T 212/212=100% 1410/1526=92% 93.4%
Average - 96.1%
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ﬂ __I.l ?Ed Iu. Table 5. General Characteristics
Characteristics Details n (%)
1, H8H|S Gender Male 1(5.0)
Female 19 (95.0)
2 A7 % 7] Selelold] 21 10%, FulQg 10 AR (e g G0
1, % 209] 5% 210l I &M oJn] e HIFL A4 4049 2(100)
- 50~59 1(5.0)
slo] At o] H Ak (Table 4). >60 0 (0)
Marital status Single 7(35.0)
Table 4. Roles of Nurses in Drama Married 2(10.0)
- — Separated 0(0.0)
Drama Supporting  Assisting Total Divorced 0(0.0)
role role Remarried 0(0.0)
New heart (2008) 1 3 4 Bereaved /etc 0(0.0)
Unknown 11 (55.0)
General hospital II (2009) 4 1 5 i
Jog ranking Department head 0(0.0)
OB & GY (2010) 2 1 3 Section head 0(0.0)

. Director 0(0.0)
Brain (2011) 1 2 3 Head nurse 4(20.0)
Golden time (2012) 2 3 5 Staff (acting) nurse 13(65.0)

Other 3(15.0)
Total 10 10 20
Total 20 (100.0)
Percentage (%) 50.0 50.0 100
2 Ex o2y 2N Table 6. Appearance
Role
Characteristics Details

) 5% QB dukd 54 A

54 Qge) QA 54 F R 209 Foge 1y B thin 12000
H(95.0%) 0ol FAdL & 1950|90th. =5 9T T3l H Fat 1(5.0)
SHAl & 5 U AP FZO0R A Ho3 AP0 Ho| Height Tall 5(25.0)
= _ o ELelet _ Normal 13 (65.0
L QBe ST 9o Tde etk Wow 2y Small 3100
ojglo ™ 04)0]0] © ZFe dul7ls A
A2 2007E 11855 0%) 012, A5 = P Appearance Attractive 9 (45.0)
139(65.0%) 2 2 71 2okt (Table 5). Ordinary-looking 11 (55.0)

Ugly 0(0.0)

=)o) B o] o]z B Behavior Lofty 1(5.0)
2) TAAES <4 54 Normal behavior 17 (85.0)

B 23 715Ake] o)A B4 tjAlR o2 AZo] e Crass 2100)
31(60.0%)', Al7go] 'HE(65.0%)' o] {27} EF(55.0%)', Dress Tidy 19 (95.0)
o] HEB5.0%), LT 95000 % A0 Z BALS] ot e
37 0]1o] Tabl
3L AT (Table 6). Total 20 (100.0)
3) TAUESY H4EHEH

B A F 11700 EAoA ‘T ol 7P w2 uEe X 3. MHE BEM
213 71e-ul vlard 7Felgh(35.0%), “55221(30.0%)’, ‘A
F2H40.000), ‘A 15.000), ‘ANZH(15.000", ‘AHB5.0 1) BEUE
%), “AA(20.000), FAA(15.0%)’, W7EA=(30.0%), & FEUES JEE B F 9837l AW F st
AF(35.0%), “F42(40.0%) 0 & HALEIQITH Table 7). 3307 AHG3.6%) 02 7P Bkt APz eME A8
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Table 7. Characteristic Traits
Role
Traits Details
n (%)
1 Weak 1(5.0)
Neutral 12 (60.0)
Strong 7(35.0)
2 Passive 4(20.0)
Neutral 10 (50.0)
Active 6 (30.0)
3 Kind 8 (40.0)
Neutral 10 (50.0)
Authoritative 2(10.0)
4 Sensitive 3(15.0)
Neutral 15 (75.0)
Rational 2 (10.0)
5 Strict 2(10.0)
Neutral 15 (75.0)
Generous 3(15.0)
6 Intelligent 7 (35.0)
Neutral 10 (50.0)
Unintelligent 3(15.0)
7 Selfish 2(10.0)
Neutral 14 (70.0)
Devoted 4(20.0)
8 Submissive 5(25.0)
Neutral 12 (60.0)
Aggressive 3(15.0)
9 Competitive 2(10.0)
Neutral 12 (60.0)
Noncompetitive 6 (30.0)
10 Realistic 7 (35.0)
Neutral 11 (55.0)
Unrealistic 2 (10.0)
11 Sympathetic 8(40.0)
Neutral 12 (60.0)
Unsympathetic 0(0.0)
Total 20 (100.0)

P27L 7370 A7 .4%), IS M E B B oaka
50] 2407 AHA(24.4%), BE]olE ‘3le] @ WHEHT}
4370 Z4A4.4%), HAAREIAE “AFAQL thIgAI 7} 222
7N AA(22.6%) 02 7P & ¥ AFA|3HcH(Table 8).
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Table 8. Job Activities

. o Scene Percentage
Categories Activities
n (%) by category (%)
Direct nursing Assessment 25(2.5) 26.0
Administration of Medicine 8(0.8)
Education 8(0.8)
Personal Hygiene - transfer & exercise 24 (2.4)
Treatment 24 (2.4)
Operating room nursing 41 (4.2)
Counseling & emotional support 32(3.3)
Emergency nursing 17 (1.7)
Feeding 2(0.2)
Test 2(0.2)
Cooperating with the medical team 73 (7.4)
Indirect nursing Documentation 40 (4.1) 33.6
Drug administration, Medical product management 50 (5.1)
Discussing patient 240 (24.4)
Management Meetings & ward report 43 (4.4) 11.1
Management of environment 26 (2.6)
Personnel management & research 40 (4.1)
Personal activities Meal & refreshment 27 (2.7) 293
Break & commuting 39 (4.0)
Forming personal relationships 222 (22.6)
Total 983 (100.0) 100
Table 9. Attitude toward Professional Work Table 10. Settings
Scene Scene
No. Details Place
n (%) n (%)
1 Positive & dependent 112 (11.4) Out patient department 19(1.9)
Ordinary 568 (57.8)
Active & autonomous 303 (30.8) Generel v 54G5.5)
2 Diligent 370 (37.6) VIP ward 1001.0)
Ordinary 598 (60.8) Emergency room 130 (13.2)
Lazy 15 (1.5)
Intensive care unit 102 (10.4)
3 Friendly (to patients & families) 110 (11.2)
Ordinary 452 (46.0) Operating room (delivery room included) 56 (5.7)
Unfriendly 24249 Nursing station 306 (37.2)
N/A 397 (40.4)
Conference room 17 (1.7)
4 mechanic - non-communicative 145 (14.8)
Ordinary 527 (53.0) Other 229 (23.3)
humane - communicative 311 (31.6) Toul 983 (100.0)
5 Capable 262 (26.7)
Ordinary 679 (69.1)
Immature 42 (4.3) w - -
= 71 5ek Seidel Sehel & A haalel dhEAR) ol
Total 983 (100.0)
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