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Research on Principles to Transcribe Geographical Names in English for

English Version Electronic Map Service
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Abstract This study has a research objective to suggest detailed rules and principles to transcribe
geographical names in English for English version electronic map service. For this, guidelines which are
used in English transcription of local geographical names in Korea and English transcription situations of
Korea geographical names in foreign electronic map service were examined. Examining results of current
situations showed the English transcription method of home and abroad geographical names caused the
chaos because it is not homogenized. In order to identify easy and preferred transcription method for
foreigners among English transcription methods about the geographical names which are used together like
this, the preference of English transcription methods of the geographical names was examined targeting
foreigners. Survey results showed that foreigners prefer to transcribe in Roman character (Romanization)
with its semantic word together than just to transcribe the Roman character. Reflecting this preference
research results, our country’s geographical names were classified as Natural features, Cultural features and
man-made structures, and Administrative units and the detailed English transcription rules and principles of

each geographical names were suggested.

Keywords : Geographical names, English notation, Notation criteria, Geographical name notation,

Natural features, Cultural features and man-made structures, Administrative units
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Table 1, Comparison of English transcription methods about the geographical names by each institution

. National G hi
Geographical Names arona . eograP IC
Information Institute

Korea Tourism Organization

Seoul Metropolitan Government

37 Hangang Hangang River Hangang (River)
Natural feat <
atural teatures AL Namsan Namsan Mountain Namsan (Mountain)
Cultural features and
A 73 S Brid, S d Brid S d Brid
man-made. stractures 73 o eogang Bridge eogangdaegyo Bridge eogangdaegyo (Bridge)
Administrative units | o] 733 A] Daegu Daegu Daegu Metropolitan City or Daegu
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Figure 1. South Korea map of Worldatlas
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Figure 2. South Korea map of CIA World
Factbook
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Figure 3. PresentationMaps.com Service
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Table 3. Comparison of English transcription methods about Korean geographical names by foreign

electronic map service

Geographical Names Worldatlas CIA Google Maps Bing Maps Here Map
Natural feat 37 Han River - Hangang Han River Han River
atural leatures ShepAF Mt. Halla Halla-san Hallsan Hallasan Mt. Halla-san
Cultural features and A& e He%t ) i Seouloegwak Seouloegwak ]
de struct D& E sunhwan Expy sunhwan Exp
man-made structures - -
Hett A 7o) i - - Seogang Bridge | Seogangdaegyo Bridge -
Administrative units o - Daegu Daegu(Taegu) Daegu Daegu Taegu

56




g %

EAEIAE X HEo]of7) FEEY] glo] AEsh= o]
ofof| whe} #7|== o] thErk= Ho| EAo|r} 11
2|u} Fig. 331} Zro], Presentation Mapsol| 4| A|-Z5}= 3t
A EO] AP AR AME-El= =rol] BupriaTy
o W=z &3 Qlom, AR HO ‘AL 0] ‘Soul’ R
ZHe #7]=o] Q1AL ‘Q1H’E ‘Inch'on’ 0 &2 E7|3h=
T AE7|e Fgret Fildo] W2 Holrh

2.2 B3 F2X|Y H|X|H

TEX YA H o= A kol AME-EE= XHY E
71E Slell "A= 9 e ARA-AE 21 A
A2 #7] AZA2012), & FasEeh o] ARA
= Aol AMEEE E71HE A8Y 441 S8 =
of what ERFshar lar, Ao 2o g 5ol 2
upAb #718L & w22 gloh

TEX YA Y Bk ofy g}t ehrybg-aAkel £3)
A= [0l 2opx; 7|, S Sz 717 19
o] It 7] S TEEA B FEE

7l A& FH 5 Azl Bgsa glnt.
7 Fgol 4 AgHe BAMES TEHoR (2
ol o 37148 Eeoh s ok 3]

MoZ wE AP H7|sk=d oJ&Fo] 7] W&
o Al e Hole] 2obg AW & $A5
& ko 9bA S-§sto] #7|skaL it

7 AHAE ATEY, A= 9 e ARARAE
o3t o] ZA|F 77| AFALE Bupxl 5271
7|1Eo 2 2 E gl on AAX| gl Fg-of on|oe
g g ok et w9 e eEza)

H

£ 913 A FA1A 7] A-ALE o8-8l AFA|
BE 7Y Y 2opARe A%e E7]s) ok
Fig=s

Hh, Tolso] w7 &R, eI A
JEE7| 712 F2L Bupx} w7|®mat ol 9%t
219 ol e s Eol7] fls Zaof wet ou|dE &
4 4 A= shar vk Toj=o] yhehfRr] &
Eﬂéh, w3 A v 71 LS 283
oJu] 7| APl 2upat 7] FHol I E

9T 7 Qb a7} Qs Poletol S A ES B
T 9lth i wfef net (e A4 T i

#7180 A4S UrEHHL FHANEEADE <
noeg ®7|sHe R ke SERE7|7F 7Hestth
oMY 2t 7ol ALgete EoHAe] e
e GRENS] AL A A
213, 3, 5% Hoksle Sk Ay 1Y)

8313 3
Jo] whglEjofo} & Zolt}.

AR A AE 3

57

A FEr7Y AR7IET Y

G A

S mg N
ot
op
_orlg
2
20
fo
H1
BN
~
i
T
>
_cm
pacd
=
BN
>
N,

% ¥R
£
e
st
u)

o,

O
_I-LI
=
2
_t
_—\L
1.
(h ©
4
é
toh

oL oL
s flo =
o

T

Nel

o0

AL

e % o
rok
o
M
o
filo
R
o
'r‘
O
HU
)
o2
of
o
8
_\1
%
Sl
R

o rr 1o &Y
<

it
]
o

w
N
rx
fol
H

)
o 1o

I oo of
Mo
55|
N
ok
1>~
2,
=
=
l-‘>~
l-O{l
1
rr
e
Sl
A
o

Ok
s Mo of

Ho o
F[‘F

D)
ol
1o
of
Q
bl
N
o
>
()
N
N
o -

N
4

of O g2 &

1

. A
>
il

A g e A gl A8t
A% Aulat RoQlrb et A
H Lokl ARAAE 3
A AN AE Ttk sh
e Rk L
W EPPA PO e AR
2okxt E7)4, 2okxeh oue g Wrls
2o o ofolS WISk E71W F 58
w74 olslizk & sl o] o)

0
o
[

B2

¥

r&{%rlr}miﬂ_{n

- [e3

_ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁrlrﬁd
U‘Erﬁrlozﬁ‘

~
il

=
23
)
e
Mo
Mo
ot
flo

‘7]_

ol

Bastctn AzEE A
A 2ol WA o
obu i, AEE AHg

I Hd oF
Sl

"2

o,

=~

X yg
o

2

o

rr

o
Ir et rlo
i)

2
o
ok

o Lo
ofX
Hu
il
i

wor
st
N
D)
o
off
b
2

ol FAx7t 2% e S
. ol AL A B4 Tfokcol
Ao Z 1:25000 2o Xﬂﬂﬂi o Fupz} 37]1:3:,4
AF3E A2, 2opzle) ou|de Wr|sts 17
ARESE A&, 2opxie) g7 OWE x7] o}h U
AFR3L A S AAElo] 80lo 2 Folge uff 7}
osf7} & FaL ARg-StaL A= 011‘5 AAA
ARSIk (Fig. 6 F2)

ri
-
ol
lr

Al O

v

U oX o wlo wo



F AEXAP] Frofgt AP $2= 75 o
g Afol] Zrofgh AR 4= 54Tolgich A
G2 AFA = Fotdlg)7lrt sH o7 M
obXlof, /1, otz 5 thFskAl ettt S8R
< 3 HA AERl 7P AEshe 221 A= AjH|
~(favorite online map service)~= 311 7Pet= A&
o= Fig. 49} 2ol Susch thrkeel AR}
GoogleZ AHg-gtctal glom, 1 2|9 Yahoot= 11,
Nokia®] A5 AFgsH= Aol 1%o] 919ick. 7]
B Agdt SHARE AARAEE 2AX] ¢Fil Fo]X]
£2 Agachs SuAs

What is your favorite online map service when you visit a
foreign country?

|
Yahoo

' Google Bing Map Here Map etc. 7

Figure 4, Favorite online map service

SRz ol PHoE AHe
s1elo] ojsfair)el] A1 £& w7y
HEe fich BoYo] BrRE mud 2], 2
alxo} ofulel o), mulAe} okl 2 B2
Ak e ARRleh, Ve 52 ANl SHhe
= sj9ith. 1 A7} Fig 59 7o) AR 2% o
= 2uR) mulRe} oule] w7)7t ol 4

&+ #7goltar ST

AFExALeE S X135 A E S8l AAR
AHEEE - A olalE 4= U= AEETIYAl] o
gk oA ¢S Xyt A= Fig. 63 2]
‘= ulz} 3E7](Romanization)’, ‘ ZupAFe} oJu|sd B 7]
(Romanization + Semantic Word)’, ‘ 20}z}2} oFoir
7](Romanization + Abbreviation Word)” & Q1o &2
Bopg o of ¢7] Hd A=E AYs=E st
d AL it ‘=ulbxie) ou|y W 7|(433%) 7t 7t
Z 97] o Sl B, I oo Rs 2ukx
R7|OR), ‘EupAe}t FolR7|23E) AR SHEY
ot o] A Y ARl sid 2ALe AukE o Y
I AAALE 0|88 o] A ‘BukA; 27|’
o2t #7)9 AAAE By 2upap 27|43 s
A9 oulE Zo] #7]8l= ‘ZrpRe} Yu|y o)

=

= = =] 1. (e} A
£ Azsts AE ¢ 5 dsith
w
w
w
w
u
.
.
Romanization  Romanization + Romanization + | don't Know etc.
Semantic Word Abbreviation Word

Figure 5. The most understandable
Geographical Naming

£aE B 93le] 7P olasy] 48 ®
o 2k £7)9) onjel W s AW &
oF 4= qlgirh ol &)=Y Qe
glovt azlo] §912 ojujshizx] &

Ik

" Haeundaeietgyoe(Ghu
s

f ulmafi (Apattd
7 J: /«n

/ WP
(4 A X\j/ﬁt % ol
: “ | \/ B\
%vvscmn “““/L‘F\n.,“,,“d,/g\ “{mm\ \//) / \ V\
Rione) k) X

y

Haeundaesioebedseuteos

/

] @ s

)
‘{"i “Haeun W
1 AR SN

e

T
Hatindaese i church)

HaeundaechogyalElen)
)
/ Haeundaesioebedseuteonifeol 5 Hosinaeseny

(@ o

'K

I

Option 1) Romanization

Option 2) Romanization(Semantic Word)

Option 3) Romanization(Abbreviation
Word)

Figure 6. Investigation of the easiest English transcription method to understand

58



JEE ARAEAN LS AT AW FEET

etc.

Accommodations Tourist spot Market Transportation

Figure 7. The necessary and important
Geographical Name

upAe Al 2= AR ol 71 Fasirial A
Z}51= Z|(the necessary and important Geographical
Namey ol et A58 2195ich. A5e] 5o <t
Ao, WRFAP, wl, ca, vIEP e, SHA
7 714 Bastchn AZsks A5e A9 64%7t
WEoleka SRk 1 TheS L, P
gom, wre 27 Bage oA g How
Uhebsteh uhehd ] Al 2AHel B whaa

O1EL Slak WEA et AL A Fash
7SI AL o 4 STk RS Bago] B

o] F 4= U, YTt BAo] B S= A, A

& o5g 918 WANEES Te wehe olth
HEE 24A7HE B9 G2 ARAEA | AS

S1g A o) GEIEIEAL 71 Y2 (ofe] =

Sl L718,& SIS G WsielA ofsigle) o
sheka B8st7] 412 =okast ojule) g e
= g woiso} i, S BRI AW e
sHl B/ Bast ek A & 4 ek

kA ArE R bl Zro|, ZF 7)3o] AFRS= x| o)
R7)o] AIRH L LboAE Hol7t gonm
Aol A& H71817] Hslid= 71Ee AR 5t
A o& Beele washd AW 7IekE vk
of gt} Sole] Rk B7|WL e FUHoR
Aohs ®71Hol7] wief el=ele] wasahle 4
Tt oJu]2 olafet ol ojegol Sich
wheb BIHQl FET ARAA EA N AE YA
= 9=dle] ofalishy] Hres ofulS dPsFe <

of,
Mo

59

18] Al71E3 Aol gt dt

o] ggeto] 2ohd Ao JER7| 7lE
dHo] dasir}
42 NRII1E & 7|233

B Aol Albste FET AAAE MuliAg
HUP Ay ol FE7] et HA2 AW, 71w,

3 5wt e B
E—‘?— 4710}7101]%

e 5] ssteben) 9tk

2] YRR 0] 712 AAlE] $iste] B
oM Aol &3S AR Y, 3R, FH
Aoz TR A gk AP Aol 517
T4, Ab 7l Bk 2 2] A A B o F
< weih), AEAEE ASE, CRAMLE, 9, A5
A, T, FAAE Sfu S o] -y BFRo 7
£ RS W YA AP A4
ol 7 42020 FAo o3 WAL o]2 e
=

421 AAA Y| JER7

A G, 7, A
A E?lw 2 B o 2

[e]
-4,

o

pal

= D=}

-

el M% I%EME 2
obof| 7|3t} =, 7P oL} ‘AP T} Zo| &4
e TRkl 247480 s ool
B Qo] Jofvtelz oG AP FFE ol
oI (Semantic Word)2] o|A]Q} AA| 28 o= Table
ash 7oy,

422 AFAYY FEE

Fojgelel o 103% e

2 e e

N

[¢)
ARg mopt w19 R el
o= Zob4 %7 el Y5 Fa 1 <
o IR et B4 JE o
S QB PAL IR SR

(o]

fle Beolle ER /\}ﬁ—o} A2 ZupAl 37
ol Wi gofdl ¢ 2 Fol Hol= m78
T, 2ol %"ﬂ% s o] 27 wETh
AEA %01]*1 AEEAPIN FRE7F 200 AT
Ql ags #elE 2o 7] of| A= Table 59} Aot

D 2 ol Aedos Gu sl alg e
() W 2 52| ol F2} () HCH) AN A2
A @ A4 A Ak S ) ST 5 A A
o olEg Wik APATE Aol TeSHAL



olul%, 5%

Table 4. Transcription of Natural features

Semantic
Word

Geographical

Names Examples

Hangang(River)
Nakdonggang(River)
Geumgang(River)

—7F River

Anyangcheon(Stream)
Pyeonggangcheon(Stream)
Jeonjucheon(Stream)

—3}A,

A, ~5 Stream

Ganghwado(Island)
Ulleungdo(Island)
Geojedo(Island)

Island

Baekdusna(Mountain)
Hallasan(Mountain)
Seoraksan(Mountain)

AF Mountain

Mountain Sobaeksanmaek(Mountain range)
At ranee Taebaeksanmaek(Mountain range)
g Noryeongsanmaek(Mountain range)

Gujeongbong(Peak)
Baraebong(Peak)
Gwanmyeongbong(Peak)

R Peak

Geomunoreum(Oreum)
GeumOreum(Oreum)
Y ongnunioreum(Oreum)

Oreum

Daegwanryeong(Pass)
HanGyeryeong(Pass)
Misiryeong(Pass)

Pass

Table 5. Transcription of Cultural features and
man—made structures

Geograp-hi| Semantic
cal Ig\IarP;les Word Examples
Gosokbeoseuteomineol(Terminal)
—Eu]d | Terminal | Dongseoulteomineol(Terminal)
Sioebeoseuteomineol(Terminal)
Seoulyeok(Station)

- Station | Busanyeok(Station)
Gwangjuyeok(Station)
Dokdoseonchakjang(Quay)

A&z Quay Seongmodoseonchakjang(Quay)
Oeporiseonchakjang(Quay)
-t
—t}y], Incheondaegyo(Bridge)
-1, Bridge Isunsindaegyo(Bridge)
~Z 3 Geojedaegyo(Bridge)
455
Jungnyeongteoneol(Tunnel)
—Ed Tunnel | Soranteoneol(Tunnel)
Baehuryeongteoneol(Tunnel)
Donghaenadeulmok(Interchange)
=5 | Interchange | Hoenggyenadeulmok(Interchange)
Jinbunadeulmok(Interchange)
Manjongbungijeom(Junction)
B3 Junction | Gangneungbungijeom(Junction)
Yeojubungijeom(Junction)
A ] Gyeongbuseor}(Line)
(=A) Line Honamseon(Line) )
- Yeongdongseon(Line)
nEHE High‘ Speed Gyf:ongbugosokseon(High Speed
Railway | Railway)
AR, Gyeongbugosokdoro(Expressway)
ST o Expressway | Seohacangosokdoro(Expressway)
A1-=5
Honamgosokdoro(Expressway)

60

423 PR PO JER7|

E) AL %& %’ R=x) EE; O>» ‘?4—0‘] 6‘§x(5]?_g E}‘CH}E Zl]—ZI
do, si, gun, gu eup myeon, dong, riZ 7|5}, ¢Fof

I~

U WHA ] Apolo] BYE()E Frh ol
EYE FFlolA WA 32 Wske E7]o] v
ShA) gtk Al I & A 9919 -si, gun, eup e
eFE 4= Siek. Aol E3HE okehulo} Sx i
= woleht 1 e4e e e e - o
7S] FeLA( e B T @9 o)

glo] E7)3h. SMARA|=oh EMA|A Y] Aol
Special Self-Governing Province®?} Special Self-Governing
City= 717k E715kch. 7129 28 oAl Table 63+
Fata
g}

Table 6, Transcription of Administrative units

Geographical Names Examples
ALEHA Seoul
ZHET Chungcheongbuk-do
Ol A KA Uijeongbu-si or Uijeongbu
TR Dobong-gu
A3 Sunchang-eup or Sunchang
FAHE Dangsan-dong
ol 9t Inwang-ri
AZEHR A Al | Sejong-Special Self-Governing City
ARG A Busan
Aepd= Jeollanam-do
A Cheongju-si or Cheongju
FFt Yangju-gun or Yangju
ArE Samjuk-myeon
AY1% Seongnae 1(il)-dong
A|FEHAA = | Jeju Special Self-Governing Province
5 2 &8
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