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First Morphological Description of Ophichthus asakusae
(Ophichthidae: Anguilliformes) Leptocephali Collected
from the Waters South of Jeju Island

Hwan-Sung Ji'?, Jung Hwa Choi', Kwang Ho Choi', Dong Woo Lee! and Jin-Koo Kim?*
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Two leptocephali [total length (TL) 68.2-80.5 mm] from the family Ophichthidae, collected from the waters south of
Jeju Island, Korea, were identified using morphology. The two ophichthid leptocephali were identified as belonging
to the genus Ophichthus based on morphological characters: 131-132 myomeres; nine gut swellings; dorsal fin origin
above the middle of the body; five postanal pigments present from the anus to the caudal margin. Ultimately, both
leptocephali were identified as Ophichthus asakusae, as the total number of myomeres was consistent with those of
adult O. asakusae. Here, we first describe the morphological characteristics of the O. asakusae leptocephalus, and
suggest diagnostic characters for leptocephali belonging to the genus Ophichthus.
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Hieh 7 Ophichthidae) ool £8k= 711= W< Ophich-
thus) o5 M} o135 14 2 Biwom, HAAA
© 2 70%(McCosker, 2010; Eschmeyer, 2013), $-&ut2to] 4
F (7= Ophichthus evermanni, ‘5= Ophichthus ro-
tundus, =4 Ophichthus urolophus, A|Z=8FCHY Ophichthus
asakusae)©] E11E]0] Q131(Ji and Kim, 2011a), Z|7HA] =5

elef Aol HalE|al 9leiMcCosker, 2010). ©|AH /17|
TS o 7o FEISAC] A% Hils= why, ols 9

Aol 7] Fe| A= 5%(Ophichthus cruentifer, Ophichthus
ocellatus, Ophichthus gomesi, Ophichthus ophis, Ophichthus
A 2l5lH u]ggt A% o] th(Fahay and Oben-
o] & O. cruentifer= % E=9

melanoporus)<
chain, 1978; Leiby, 1979).

7-97), ST SAAZ2T13.7, SRz -o] AR
8.0-69.0% FEA 242 R|2lahyl £ o]z} st}
(Fahay and Obenchain, 1978). 7}x] &< o f= =55
(Pisodonophis) & Myrichthys%; 01572} $7 53 /w02

o ABEEEA 17t D asirtar AFE v 9o m(Me-
Cosker, 1977), | B A E8H A1 A7}, 742 Bl o]
PHERE ol R 9H T §E A4S LHERRIEH Wang et
al., 2002; Ji and Kim, 2012). 0]&} Zro] njciull i} o] 7 ) &7F

AAE B2s] 5] AL vt Fo] 2718kl Bt
e Rt Basieh Aolo] Feho R Fb Bl 47§

qF o] of B A 27148879 FEiEA 0] o] & H &= &
Fo-=0] ot IR (Exocoetidae) 7+ Parin (1996), B}
2]o}K(Serraninae) ©15-+= Kendall (1984), Anthiinaeo}3} o]
= Baldwin (1990), Epinephelinae®}#= Johnson (1983)]|

Z(Pisodonophis) 15l 4319 9 W (Richardson, 1974), ©] gl & S o8 LHE= FYFPAR 2170] Al7|9] FHE
T 7kREW S Ophichthus) 2.2 £ % th(McCosker, 1977). A& ]516}05‘1:} 7HA]E 4 AP (O. asakusae)2 Al
MRS AAAISEY FeH AL R Ad4Th w s elolu sk A0R 2ol AokKim et al,
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2009; Ji and Kim, 2011a). & ¢1to| A= S2luet AlFE @
wafj ol A AlFEREchl GAFREO] 270 A7 @ sl o] 52 §
BlE A3 Rastar, ozt fAREED vlaL, i shaa
Bl=

ERIETE

20079 10 wrigakfeled Lafjo] YAk 2AF Al AlSE
v} 9(32°57'34"N, 126°54'08"E)ol| A BlchM ol £51= &
Apo] 270 A (A4 68.2-80.5 mm)7| Bongo netol| A 25
Aok YA T FEL 10% 22T Lo 1AEGoH, o]
T Y Askd(National Fisheries Research and Devel-
opment Institute) HA}x]o] F-4] 4 (Ichthyoplankton Labora-
tory)oll Ha}GITt 52 ZF H-919] Al4= W A 5-2 Fahay and
Obenchain (1978) 4 Tabeta and Mochioka (1988)2] HI'H-S-
e} 14 @0 (Olympus SZX-16) 3104 TABHAL, ver-
nier calipers2 0.1 mm S-]712] SA3} T}, o] whe] uj 4]
Castle (1984)= wsit}.

FEH7IA: AlF= FHs H GgAtete] A 9

Al&-2 Table 13} 2t} 5 sty SHE o] Qltk(Fig. 1).
el Zh 0] A gytae ool 1 qlrk(Fig.
2A). o] @ ujdA] 0T ofc) =& 2, ozt el F ol
orzof| 27119] H]Fo] 1} QIthFig. 2A). ol glo] $JE R} oF
Tt EE5 0] ArKFig. 2A). 223Hol= 97]19] A (gut swell-
ing)o] U 9lom, 508 = Folglk(Fig. 1). w2 4%
of 1, 2917 7kxZ(liver tissue)o| 9L, 1 F|= Ao] & oF
742 AA A= o] QJtHFig. 2B, C). FEAZ-L H4F2] 62.5-
64.1%2 FHE-2- =0] ZokH ) of7k H&of 9 3Hck(Fig. 1;
Table 1). 5A=2u]7]d-L 4742 46.9-48.1%= =K.} oF
7k SFzo] 9)x|5HcH(Fig. 2C; Table 1). A2 A% 7.6-7.8%
2 ohas B, me7HA] A fAISHE ALe]E el Al ATt
(Fig. 1; Table 1). 7}&A=u], SR =] 4 Fx]-gu]=
Zhrgre] o] 9)la1, mej x| L ejn|= &4 4 o|th(Fig. 2C, D). 9
g 9l ofelf g Aok, AR, Hduof of g 7)o UR7hA] B
Fo] B 7} o] THAFE T Ao} At E&o)= 22
}O] S A7} A Lpebub, 24 Foto] ZF 4 fr] Alo]
Zﬂ* HEITHFig. 2A-C). SIA =] 7| A of] 22 SA 4
A0 82 e E7HA] U Qleh FE FIRE AS S
5719) Al w7} =Sl o] T th(Fig. 1).
AR 270 A= JE] R =] 7} §iA

rulo 1+1 2 o>“ oo
é Jlol

7+l
whet
oEH [e) 61~ Xﬂ‘I‘EL

Table 1. Comparisons of measurements and counts for Ophichthus asakusae leptocephali and five Ophichthus leptocephali from United

States
Ophichthus Ophichthus Ophichthus Ophichthus Ophichthus Ophichthus
asakusae' ophis? melanoporus? ocellatus? gomesi? cruentifer?

Total length (mm, TL) 68.2-80.5 46.0-101.0 24.0-92.0 15.0-77.5 14.5-95.0 16.2-83.5
Number of specimens 2 40 35 58 67 29

In % of total length
Head length 6.5 - - - - -
Predorsal length 46.9-48.1 8.0-12.0 9.0-18.0 42.0-69.0 50.0-64.0 37.0-51.0
Preanal length 62.5-64.1 62.0-72.0 63.0-83.0 57.0-81.0 53.0-79.0 52.0-75.0
Body depth 7.6-7.8 - - - - -

In % of Head length
Eye diameters 12.4-15.7 - - - - -
Snout length 36.6-40.5 - - - - -
Upper jaw length 56.2-57.1 - - - - -

Counts
Total myomeres 131-132 158-170 175-190 128-142 140-150 145-158
Predorsal myomeres 54-56 11-16 13-17 47-59 60-69 44-55
Preanal myomeres 72-74 89-97 101-110 64-77 60-69 66-74
1st vertical blood vessel 11-12 - - - - -
Last vertical blood vessel 71-73 - - - - -
1st gut swelling 12 - - - - -
Last gut swelling 70-72 - - - - -
Postanal pigment 5 3 4 4-6 4-5 5-7
Number of nostrill 2 - - - - -
Number of gut swelling 9 7 7 9 8 9

" 14V+6-7 1+IV+W+4-10 1+I0+VI+3-9 1+0+V+3-7 1+ +VI+4-6 1+0[+VI+4-6

Dentition formular 1+V+5-6 1T+N+WI+2-7 1+0+W+2-6 1+M+W+2-3  1+II+WI+2-4 1+ +VI+2-4

'Present study, *Fahay and Obenchain (1978).
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Fig. 2. Leptocephalus of Ophichthus asakusae, Jeju Island of Korea. TL= 80.5 mm. magnification of head (A), anterior gut regions (B),
anal (C) and caudal region (D). Scale bars= 2.0 mm. NO, nostril; LV, liver tissue; INT, intestine; VBV, vertical blood vessel; PAP, post anal

pigment.

U 3259l Gojl4] vlcpulolziOphichthinac)oll £3}0i, 3
B LTI S, GEA 2Tt 92l Hel A 71
=<5 Ophichthus)®| <3t Table 1; Fahay and Obenchain,
1978). 3t AlFEAF Ao o] HA| LA 4= 13113274
2 el Hare 72 =S 45 FollA AlFaiehia 2 o
25191 0 (A FHFThE-L- 124-1347) vs. 7HA] S-S 150-154
7 vs. GBS 178-18370 vs. ZHE1-2 135-1387)), Lo
A| vicpgiolal o F 53('d578o] Echelus uropterus, BFCHY
Ophisurus macrorhynchos, &7 |B}c}Y Pisodonophis cancriv-
orus, ==Y Pisodonophis zophistius, *+7=W Pisodonophis
sangjuensis, A= Brachysomophis porphyreus)i-= 2| 5=%
T 1 91(137-20970)ell Al A=|5FA] ¢ 3keh(Ji and Kim, 2011a;
2011b). whepA] AlF=m=At /AR 2714 = AlF=Hie o] J4
ApoQl A o2 2% SelE STt

H| AL Al Rl E A At 7R E s 937k
of 5%} HlashH, ST SAAELTE AlFHCH QA
0]9] 7 57HQIH] 7R =S Akl = 3-T0E 7HA 1
Qlofl 3=, e = AlTRteh ARt 974,
O. ocellatus Y O. cruentifer 83417} 97}, O. ophis 9 O.
melanoporus BAAF17F 77, O. gomesi GAAA7F 87ME
74 E7+ 2}o]& YER Qith(Table 1; Fahay and Obenchain,
1978). AlS@Eol A= AlF=aiehil G417t A1 =2 n]7]

AN O. ocellatus, O. gomesi, O. cruentifer G312} 2
A 2SR THA|I TR GAIRFO = 46.9-48.1% vs. O. ocel-
latus FAA}O1 = 42.0-69.0%, O. gomesi FAFAFO] = 40.0-
64.0% vs. O. cruentifer G401+ 37.0-51.0%), O. ophis 2
O. melanoporus /32t b= T 20| & UErH ATH O. ophis
8.0-12.0%, O. melanoporus QA1+ 9.0-18.0%) (Table 1;
Fahay and Obenchain, 1978). ]| 235 FglolH, 714 &4
& o= FAL S Aol & Koo, SR =u|7 | (wm Y A
1ol AlZFvs. 59] S o] 5ol A2}, FHEF] S A2 (571
o4 vs. 471 o]s}), FEA =874 o) vs. 77K ofshol| Al
2709] T15(O. asakusae, O. ocellatus, O. gomesi, O. crentifer
vs. O. ophis, O. melanoporus) -2 2 5% +=d|(Table 1; Fa-
hay and Obenchain, 1978), ©]2|st FE|EA 0] 7595
o BeHga e dldskt] o} FasiA o8 4 e A
ofck. whebA] M SAATA(3-77, thi 4-57)eto] 7t
A EWMES t#ote 354 ¢ FA= Kk g o] B
L% virhgiola} 4FA ol of vl s, A== l(P. sangjuen-
sis), 'F e ON(E. uropterus)®h= FEF S LEF (AT
W /Aol = 57 vs. A E il FAAbe ek EB o] ARt
= 87H)oll A =3 o] FFE-Eth(Ji and Kim, 2010; Ji et al., 2011;
Jietal, 2012). E3h 712594 2 250 ol /= 58 &
F7og ad#A gl=d|(McCosker, 1977), GAR017] S|
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